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“Speak out, judge righteously, defend the rights
of the poor and needy.” —PROVERBS 31:9

Christians have a moral and civic responsi-

bility to participate in the political life of

society by prayerfully measuring the pro-

posed policies of all candidates against

Christian ethics and values. Our broad set of Christian

values should inform our political decisions. While we

must be careful about translating scripture directly into

public policy positions, the following principles and sug-

gested approaches on a range of issues provide a critical

framework to shape our perspective on public policy and

political leadership. We encourage you to use this guide

to educate yourself on these issues. This can inform you

as you write letters to candidates or to your local newspa-

per, call radio talk shows, and ask candidates at forums or

town hall meetings questions based on these principles.

Think and pray about whom you would entrust with the

responsibility to lead your community, state, and nation.

We pray that this provides a moral compass to inform

prudential political judgments.

Think. Pray.Vote. —A Sojourners Action Guide

Principles and Policies 
for Christian Voters

Election 2008 • VOTING ALL YOUR VALUES

Compassion and 
Economic Justice
God shows a special concern for those in poverty and acts
in history to lift them up. The Bible teaches that societies
should organize so that all members have genuine access
to the resources needed to live a decent life and provide
for those who are unable to care for themselves.

“They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall
plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build
and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat
… and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their
hands.” —ISAIAH 65:21-22

Work must work and provide for family economic
success and security. People who work responsibly and
those unable to work should have a living family income in
which earnings, together with supports for transportation,
health care, nutrition, child care, education, housing, and
other basic needs, provide a decent standard of living and
allow for asset and wealth creation. As a first step, the min-
imum wage must be raised to help lift working families out
of poverty. We also support anti-poverty initiatives such as
the Earned Income Tax Credit, individual development
accounts, and pay equity for women.

Children should not be poor. Our nation needs specif-
ic and concrete commitments to brighter futures for our
youngest and most vulnerable citizens. We should develop
and commit to a concrete plan to reduce child poverty by
half over 10 years, modeling a similar 1999 pledge by the
United Kingdom, which has made considerable progress
in achieving this goal.

Extreme global poverty must end. As the basic eco-
nomic needs of our fellow citizens are addressed, we
should also increase efforts to meet basic human needs
around the globe. Policies of trade justice, debt cancella-
tion, and increased effective U.S. development assistance
should be supported to help achieve the Millennium
Development Goals, adopted by 189 nations in 2000 to
cut in half the number of people living in extreme pover-
ty by the year 2015. This must include a commitment to
increase poverty-focused development assistance by an
additional 1 percent of the federal budget.
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Peace and Restraint of Violence
Our world faces a major challenge of how to resolve conflicts,
reduce violence, and defeat terrorism without preemptive war.
War has become a first resort instead of the last resort. In a
world with terrorists, terrorist states, unilateralist superpowers,
and weapons of mass destruction, alternatives to an endless
cycle of violence are needed.

“ … They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.”

—ISAIAH 2:4

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.” —MATTHEW 5:9

Bring peace to Iraq. Our nation should support a policy of
phased withdrawal of U.S. troops from Iraq that starts immedi-
ately and includes disavowing plans for permanent military
bases, giving up preferential treatment for American companies
in the reconstruction, and waiving proprietary interests in Iraq
oil profits. These steps would lead to genuine international par-
ticipation in safeguarding Iraq’s security and rebuilding.

Eliminate nuclear weapons. Our nation should support the
elimination of all nuclear weapons. As they have pledged under
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, the U.S. and other
nuclear powers should take steps toward eliminating nuclear
arsenals. Countries seeking nuclear weapons, such as Iran and
North Korea, must be dealt with through diplomatic negotia-
tions with real pressures and effective incentives rather than by
threats of military attack.

Support security and freedom in the Middle East. The
U.S. should adopt a policy of fair and even treatment that sup-
ports the interests of two states for Israel and Palestine, living in
security and freedom. Policies should oppose the Israeli occu-
pation of Palestinian land and support an end to settlements. All
acts of terrorism must be unequivocally condemned. A real solu-
tion must include a Palestinian leadership that rejects terrorism
and supports the secure existence of Israel, and an Israeli lead-
ership that grants security and sovereignty to Palestinians.

Strengthen the United Nations and international law to
fight terrorism. The United Nations should be adequately fund-
ed so that it can be both strengthened and reformed. Our nation
should support policies that choose multinational cooperation,
under the rule of international law and institutions, over unilater-
al preemptive wars to resolve international conflicts. Extensive
international and diplomatic pressure is needed to dismantle net-
works of terror, by focusing the world’s intelligence capabilities,
security systems, legal intervention, multinational policing, and
swift international law enforcement against terrorism.
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Consistent Ethic of Life
All life is a sacred gift from God, and public policies
should reflect a consistent ethic of life.

“Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens
and stretched them out, who spread out the earth
and what comes from it, who gives breath to the
people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I
am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I
have taken you by the hand and kept you.” 

—ISAIAH 42:5-6

“The spirit of God has made me, and the breath of
the Almighty gives me life.” —JOB 33:4

Dramatically reduce abortion. Our society
should support common ground policies that dra-
matically reduce the abortion rate by preventing
unwanted pregnancies, providing meaningful alter-
natives and necessary supports for women and chil-
dren, and reforming adoption laws.

End capital punishment. Our nation’s use of the
death penalty should end. We should not take life to
punish wrongful death. There is no evidence that it
deters murder. It is easy to make fatal mistakes, as
DNA testing has shown. The death penalty is biased
against the poor, who cannot afford adequate legal
representation, and is racially disproportionate.

Stop genocide. In Darfur and other countries
around the world, persecution and mass killing con-
tinues. Selective intervention by multilateral peace-
keeping forces under the United Nations that can
protect and save lives should be supported and
strengthened.
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Racial Justice
Full humanity and dignity are denied when people are dis-
criminated against for ethnic or racial reasons, whether
intentionally or due to systemic structures.

“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave
or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you
are one in Christ Jesus.” —GALATIANS 3:28

Reverse racial disparities. The role of race in the persist-
ence of poverty, and the structural racism in the criminal
justice system, must be urgently addressed. Our society
should support efforts to reverse racial disparities in sen-
tencing and incarceration rates, as well as commitments to
end policies that result in practices of police brutality.
Policies and programs to eliminate the stark inequality and
increasing segregation within our public education system
that consign many children to an inadequate education are
crucial.

End environmental racism. It is unjust that hazardous
waste dumping sites are far more prevalent in poor and
minority communities. Efforts by both the public and pri-
vate sectors to improve the way hazardous materials are
used and disposed of, both at home and abroad, should be
supported.
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Human Rights, Dignity,
and Gender Justice
Each human being is created in God’s image. Policies
should protect human rights and promote human dignity.

“So God created humankind in God’s image ... male and
female God created them.” —GENESIS 1:27

“ ... what are human beings that you are mindful of them,
mortals that you care for them? Yet you have made them
a little lower than God, and crowned them with glory
and honor.” —PSALM 8:4-5

Establish humane and holistic immigration policies.
Immigration policies should be both compassionate and
just. It is important to make our borders secure, but we
should do so in humane and realistic ways. Immigration
policies should establish a dignified guest worker program
that can lead to earned citizenship. Individuals and fami-
lies already living in the U.S. and working hard should
have the option to apply for permanent legal status and
eventual citizenship.

End torture worldwide. Torture violates the basic dig-
nity of the human person and degrades everyone
involved—policymakers, perpetrators, and victims. It con-
tradicts our nation’s most cherished values. Our nation
should support the human rights standards of internation-
al law and oppose all policies that permit torture and inhu-
mane treatment.

Stop human trafficking, promote religious freedom,
fight HIV/AIDS, and defend the rights of women.
Stronger global enforcement and increased economic and
political pressure can bring an end to human trafficking.
Our nation should promote religious freedom around the
world. HIV/AIDS prevention, care, and treatment pro-
grams should be expanded both in the U.S. and around
the world in order to hasten an end to this deadly pan-
demic. We must also champion policies at home and
abroad that fortify women’s health and dignity through
eliminating gender discrimination and abuse, supporting
pay equity, and increasing economic empowerment.
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Strengthen Families
and Renew Culture
Strong families are the essential foundation of a good socie-
ty. A culture that promotes healthy families is necessary to
raise our children with strong values.

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what
is the will of God ... .” —ROMANS 12:2

Strengthen marriage and families. Our society should
commit to policies that promote education and action on
reducing teen pregnancy, strengthening marriage and fami-
ly formation, providing parenting support, encouraging
responsible fatherhood, preventing the abuse and neglect of
children, and reducing and preventing domestic violence.
Strengthening families must become a personal and nation-
al priority without scapegoating gay and lesbian people for
the breakdown of the family.

Restore integrity to our civic and business practices.
Policies and effective partnerships with all sectors in socie-
ty can transform our culture of violence, materialism, and
consumption. Our society must combat the negative influ-
ences of the entertainment and advertising industries, busi-
ness practices that take advantage of disempowered low-
income people, and the corruption of our political culture.
The future of our democracy requires real electoral and lob-
bying reform that creates an accountable and transparent
earmarking process, controls lobbying, strengthens corrup-
tion enforcement, and increases public financing of elec-
tions.

Prevent violence. An increasingly violent society is related
to our growing prison population, the illegal drug industry,
and family abuse. While our communities must have safe
streets, it is important that we provide effective mental
health, drug, and other treatments to prevent criminal activ-
ity and to get troubled offenders back on the right track.
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Good Stewardship
of God’s Creation
The earth and the fragile atmosphere that surrounds it are
God’s good creation for the sustenance and enjoyment of
all things. Our policies must protect creation from inter-
ests and activities that damage it.

“God saw everything that God had made, and indeed, it
was very good.” —GENESIS 1:31

“The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world,
and those who live in it ... .” —PSALM 24:1

Reverse global climate change. For more than a
decade, the scientific evidence has been conclusive:
Global temperatures are rising at a steady and alarming
pace, due primarily to human activities. This trend will
first have a negative, disproportionate impact on the poor.
Government, businesses, churches, and individuals all
have important roles to play in addressing the crisis of
global warming. Market-based and cost-effective public
policies that work to monitor and control emissions that
are harmful to the environment, and policies to raise vehi-
cle fuel economy minimums, are critical.

Prioritize clean air and water. In protecting the air we
breathe and the water we consume, we promote the com-
mon good. Our nation should enforce and strengthen the
protection of these natural commons.

Develop clean and renewable energy. The earth’s
resources are finite, and we now have the technology to
slow our consumption through the use of efficient and
renewable energy sources. Our society needs policies and
practices that bring the public and private sectors togeth-
er to develop clean, efficient, and renewable energy
sources and consumption methods.
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Voting is paramount for advancing a more just and peaceful world. Further
educate yourself about the positions and priorities candidates have taken,
then think and pray about whom you will entrust with the responsibility to

lead your community, state, and nation. While no choice is ever perfect, education,
prudential judgment, prayer, Bible study, and careful examination of conscience can
guide these important decisions.

Sign up for SojoMail, a free weekly e-zine on faith and social justice at sojo.net/sojomail.


