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On Sunday, April 24th, the right-wing 
Family Research Council hosted an event 
called òJustice Sunday: Stopping the 
Filibuster Against People of Faith.ó The 
purpose of the event, which was held 
in Louisville and beamed to millions of 
congregations and homes, was to support 
the effort by Senator Bill Frist (R-TN) to 
change the rules on the use of the þ li-
buster, ending the ability of the minority 
party in the Senate to þ libuster efforts to 
vote on judicial nominees about whom 
they might have serious reservations.

Speakers at the event insisted that the 
þ libuster was being used against people 
of faith in the same way that it was once 
used against people of color in their 
struggle for civil rights. Some speakers 
insisted that because several of President 
Bushõs judicial nominees are Roman 
Catholic, the þ libuster was in some way 
òanti-Catholic.ó This despite the fact that 
the event took place at the home church 
of a Religious Right leader who has made 
offensive remarks about Roman Catholi-
cism. Dr. Albert Mohler, President of the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, in-
terviewed by Larry King, stated that òthe 
Roman Catholic Church is a false churchó 
which òholds forth a false gospel.ó

Despite pleas from mainstream and 
progressive religious leaders, Senator 
Frist addressed the gathering with a 
recorded statement asking for continu-
ing support. Frist said, òWhen we think 
judicial decisions are outside mainstream 
American values, we will say so.ó [To read 
a copy of the letter from religious lead-

ers, please visit the DJAN web site at 
www.djan.net.]    

On the same day and in the same 
city, another òJustice Sundayó was held. 
At Louisvilleõs Central Presbyterian 
Church, mainstream and progressive 
religious leaders criticized the Religious 
Rightõs cynical use of religion to support 
the Republican Party in changing the 
rules regarding the þ libuster. They also 
spoke as people of faith supporting the 
moral values they cared deeply about: 
peace, justice, freedom, diversity and 
inclusion.

Then, at mid-week in Washington, 
DC, religious leaders concerned about 
the budget and its effects on the poor 
gathered for what they called òJustice 
Wednesday.ó Throughout the day, a 
group of clergy and others represent-
ing the coalition called òLet Justice Roll: 
Faith and Community Voices Against 
Povertyó went from ofþ ce to ofþ ce, 
praying that Senators would approve 
a budget that does more to support 
children, the poor, families, the elderly, 
veterans and persons with disabilities.

According to the Rev. Elenora Gid-
dings Ivory, Director of the Washington 
Ofþ ce for the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), òIt appears that this budget will 
be approved without having generated 
much attention. However, we thought 
it important to let Senator Frist and oth-
ers know that we are praying for them, 
and we hope that this budget will and we hope that this budget will 
reÿ ect consideration for the poor reÿ ect consideration for the poor 
and those who are most in 
need in our country.ó  n
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(continued on page 3

By Larry Sweeney

(Rev. Larry Sweeney, DJANõs Minister of 
Social Justice Education, presents semi-
nars on justice around the country. Hereõs 
his report on recent events.)

 DJANõs mission to bring biblical 
justice seminars to local Churches brought 
me to the Wabash Christian Church to 
engage in several discussions about what 
it looks like to seek justice in a small 
town congregation. The Chairperson of 
Christian Education Committee, Stephen 
Myers, had invited me to present the 
seminar, preach and teach during Sunday 
School. This small town community had 
several issues to explore. A large percent-
age of people in the community were 
living below the federal poverty line, and 
a shortage of affordable housing made the 
situation worse.

 My next stop was the largest 
urban congregation in the Southwest 
region, the University Christian Church 
in Fort Worth. The participants included a 
group of scholars, activists, clergy and lay 
leaders that created a rich learning experi-
ence. The group heard a brief presentation 
from a local interfaith justice group called 
ACT, and it deepened a relationship with 
another affordable housing group called 
The Liberation Community.

The minister of Spiritual Development, 
Rev. Katie Alexander, moved quickly to 
use the seminar as a springboard to form 
a justice oriented mission group. She 
forwarded the following email to me that 
òsounded a calló to those who came to 
the Biblical Justice Seminar. òMany of you 
have raved about the compelling infor-
mation and Larry Sweeneyõs wonderful 
presentation. Lorraine and Mickey Braden 
and Avis Herndon all stepped forward 
and offered to help lead our new UCC 
Social Justice Ministry Team, and we will 

On the Road with the Biblical Justice Seminar

Local Churches Moving Toward Justice
be meeting soon to organize our plans of 
action.ó Way to go, Katie. Thatõs how itõs 
supposed to work!

 Later in April, I had another 
rich learning experience with a rural 
congregation in Waukomis. They al-
ready had a powerful mission of mercy 
to local òat riskó children but research 
revealed that a nearby military base had 
leaked jet fuel into the local water sup-
ply creating an abnormally high rate of 
cancer for the local residents. Of course, 
the local newspaper had never reported 
it. (Imagine that.) There was also a mas-
sive hog farm nearby that contributed to 
the pollution of the local groundwater. 
These conditions, along with a large 
percentage of the population living be-
low the federal poverty line, presented 
the congregation with several possibili-
ties for missions of justice. It was inspir-
ing to hear an Elder from the Waukomis 
Church commit herself to be a voice 
for the òleast of theseó in the upcoming 
community development meetings that 
would determine the number of afford-
able housing units built for those for 
whom there is usually òno room at the 
inn.ó

 It was good to return to Mis-
souri. This time I presented at the Park 
Hill Christian Church, a growing con-
gregation nestled in a fairly afÿ uent sub-
urb of Kansas City. This church had been 
a light to that community for a long 
time, so I was deeply moved when Larry 
Patterson, their shepherd of 16 years, 
confessed after the seminar, òSome of 
this is new to me. Iõve really neglected 
this aspect [justice work] of my min-
istry.ó I was struck by this display of 
humility by a veteran minister who had 
successfully pastored congregations 
that had ÿ ourished on both a numerical 
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On March 11-14, hundreds of committed 
Christians came to the nationõs capitol 
to learn more about public policy issues, 
share strategies with one another, and 
express to Congress their desire for a more 
just and peaceful world. They listened, di-
alogued, prayed and worshipped together 
at the third annual Ecumenical Advocacy 
Days for Global Peace with Justice: òMake 
All Things New (Revelation 21:5).ó  

The main sessions, workshops and de-
nominational caucuses at this ecumenical 
conference all highlighted the urgency of 

Ecumenical Advocacy Days for Global Peace 
with Justice

and spiritual level. I suspect his humility 
and teachable attitude has been one of the 
many reasons he has earned the respect 
of so many people through the years. His 
associate, Jeff Hon, a spiritual activist in 
his own right, invited me to Park Hill and 
also had some encouraging words. He 
wrote me later, òAfter I dropped you at 
the airport, I realized how much I needed 
to participate in your passion for social 
justice. Your presentation was infectious.ó

 In Claremore, I pulled onto Will 
Rogers Boulevard. Rogers once quipped, 
òWe now live in the best democracy that 
money can buy.ó The Claremore Church 
was certainly aware of the fallout of this 
kind of corruption, and they were heavily 
engaged in missions of mercy that included 
a prison ministry, Habitat for Humanity, 
participation in a local clothing closet, food 
bank and providing school supplies for 
needy children. However, they were quick 
to recognize that there was a need for mis-
sions that asked why all this emergency 
assistance was needed in the wealthiest 
nation the world has ever known.

The most pressing local justice issues 
that surfaced included the large percent-
age of the population living below the 
federal poverty line. The prominent 

Local Churches      (continued from p. 2)

(continued on page 4)

pursuing sensible and peaceful solu-
tions to conÿ icts, as well as the need for 
aid, debt and trade policies that beneþ t 
impoverished people worldwide. In 
their visits to the ofþ ces of elected ofþ -
cials, conference participants urged law-
makers to enact foreign and domestic 
policies that reÿ ect these moral values.

More than 40 denominational and 
faith-based organizations sponsored 
and/or supported the 2005 Ecumeni-
cal Advocacy Days, including DJAN, 

environmental issues were the practice 
of pumping oil þ eld waste into under-
ground formations, and the pesticide/
fertilizer run-off that eventually pollutes 
the groundwater. These issues are no 
surprise in a state where one of its sena-
tors, Jim Inhoffe, is infamous for saying 
that òglobal warming is a hoax.ó

I should add that in all of the congre-
gations I visited the òOpen and Afþ rm-
ingó issue remained either unresolved or 
unaddressed. Two of the congregations 
were in the discernment process, one 
had recently been forced to informally 
wrestle with the issue because a congre-
gational employee had òcome out,ó and 
two were just not dealing with it.

Obviously, we do have more work 
to do, but for the most part, I have been 
inspired by clergy and lay people across 
the country whose intense desire to seek 
justice reassures me that the Church 
is moving toward becoming what Jon 
Sobrino called òThe True Church of the 
Poor.ó Moreover, I have seen concrete 
evidence that justice-oriented mission 
groups are being formed, commitments 
are being made and coalitions are being 
formed to ensure the Church becomes 
more fully what Daniel Berrigan called 
òthe community of resistance.ó n
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A Community of Conscience Is in 
Formation and On the Move
By Dr. Albert Pennybacker, Executive 
Director of the Clergy and Laity Network

It started with a recording of Martin 
Luther King Jr.õs òBeloved Communityó 
from 1967. His words, serving as a moral 
template for Building a Beloved Commu-
nity, echoed through the historic Riverside 
Church in New York City.

Before the evening þ nished, over 1,000 
people of faith and people of conscience 
listened to twenty diverse speakers from 
all faith traditions, while they shared their 
vision for building the Beloved Commu-
nity. During the interfaith event, speakers 
such as Rev. Dr. James Forbes of River-
side Church; Cindy Sheehan and Celeste 
Zappala of Gold Star Families for Peace; 
Rev. Jesse Jackson of the Rainbow Push 
Coalition; the Hon. Jane Campbell, mayor 
of Cleveland; Rabbi Arthur Waskow of the 
Shalom Center; and Sister Joan Chittister 
of Catholic OSB spoke out to reclaim the 
soul of America with a moral vision of 
social justice, freedom and democratic 
values.   

At the close of that event, held in 
historic Riverside Church in New York 
on April 4, the barnstorming òBreak the 
Silenceó Bus Tour was launched, to the 
singing of òWe are Marching in the Light 
of Godó and blessed by a prayer for Godõs 
guidance.

The þ rst phase of the Bus Tour made 
stops in Philadelphia and Washington and 
is now poised to move city by city across 
the heartland with a message that will 
òbreak the silenceó in our time and call for 
òbuilding the beloved community,ó the 
phrase Dr. King used to describe a respon-
sible society of justice and peace.

For up-to-date details about the 
òBreak the Silenceó bus tour, please 
visit www.fvcommunity.org/belovedwww.fvcommunity.org/beloved

or www.drivedemocracy.org/www.drivedemocracy.org/
breakthesilence/.breakthesilence/.

A nine-minute edited video of the 
April 4 Riverside Church, òBeyond Iraqó 
Service and Rally is now available for 
download at www.drivedemocracy.org/www.drivedemocracy.org/
breakthesilence. (Choose one of the links 
underneath Dr. Martin Luther Kingõs 
photograph.) The full-length version 
will be available soon on DVD and VHS 
for a nominal fee.

Pictures of the event are available 
at http://www.fvcommunity.org/http://www.fvcommunity.org/
beloved/bipicspage1.beloved/bipicspage1.

To read the òPeace Not Povertyó 
Declaration, visit DJANõs website at 
www.djan.netwww.djan.net.

Donõt forget to read about the event 
in the national press. Links to articles 
from The Dallas Morning News and The 
New York Daily News about the òBeyond 
Iraqó interfaith service can be found at 
nlccln.orgnlccln.org. n

Beyond Iraq: Peace, Not Poverty — 
Break the Silence

Advocacy Days    (continued from p. 3)

Global Ministries, Disciples Peace Fel-
lowship, Disciples Advocacy Washing-
ton Network, and the Disciples Center 
for Public Witness.

During the conference, a special 
gathering of Disciples and members of 
the United Church of Christ listened as 
guest speaker Michael Kinnamon spoke 
on the topic òJustice and Advocacy: 
An Ecumenical Approach to Christian 
Moral Imperatives.ó Dr. Kinnamon, who 
serves as the Chair of the Justice and 
Advocacy Commission of the National 
Council of Churches and the Allen and 
Dottie Miller Professor of Mission and 
Peace at Eden Seminary in St. Louis, 
Missouri, shared his faith-inspired 
convictions about spirituality, justice 
and public policy advocacy. (A similar 
statement of principles can be found at 
www.djan.net.) n
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Over two hundred Disciples ministers 
from throughout the nation gathered 
together on April 11-14 for the 31st An-
nual Black Ministers Retreat, that had as 
its theme, òWhose Report Do You Believe? 
(Numbers 13: 26-33).ó The retreat, spon-
sored by Disciples Home Missions, was 
hosted by Light of the World Christian 
Church in Indianapolis, IN.

Preachers at the retreat included Bishop 
T. Garrott Benjamin (Resident Bishop 
and Senior Pastor at Light of the World 
Christian Church), Rev. Dr. Cynthia Hale 
(Senior Pastor of Ray of Hope Christian 
Church in Atlanta, GA), and Rev. Dr. Alvin 
Jackson (former senior pastor of National 
City Christian Church and current leader/
organizer of a newly forming multi-cul-
tural congregation in Washington, DC). 
Rev. Dr. Frank Thomas (Senior Pastor of 
Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church in 
Memphis, TN) served as the Bible Lecturer 
for the retreat.

Among the many others who par-
ticipated in the retreat were the Rev. Dr. 
Susan Street-Beavers, Rev. Marilyn Fidd-
mont, Rev. Raumone Burton, Rev. Fred-
die Lawton, Rev. Eric Brown, Rev. Larry 
Covin, and DJANõs own Ayanna Johnson.

òThe retreat was one of the best,ó said 
Rev. Eric Brown, leader of the Black Minis-

ters Fellowship and one of the organiz-
ers of the event. òWe all returned home 
smiling.ó

Members of the DJAN Decisions 
Team participated in the worship ser-
vice on Wednesday night, listening to 
a sermon on òradical inclusivenessó by 
Dr. Alvin Jackson. The sermon, entitled 
òUnforgivable Blackness,ó can be found 
at the DJAN website: www.djan.netwww.djan.net.

During the Wednesday night service, 
Revs. Harvey and May Lord (the found-
ers of DJAN) were publicly honored 
by Bishop Benjamin for their life-long 
dedication to social and racial justice, 
and their untiring battle against discrim-
ination of any kind. The Lords were also 
anointed by the Bishop, and received 
from retreat participants prayers for 
their health, well-being and continuing 
strength in the ongoing struggles for 
justice and peace.

òWe were all blessed by our participa-
tion in the Black Ministers Retreat,ó said 
DJAN director Ken Brooker Langston. 
òThe Bishopõs anointed ministry, Dr. 
Jacksonõs powerful sermon, and the 
warm fellowship of our friends and sup-
porters in the Black Ministers Fellowship 
ñ all of these strengthened us for the 
shared work that God has given us.ó n

The 31st Annual Black Ministers Retreat—
DJAN Leaders Welcomed and Honored
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A Moving Experience
By Harvey Lord

It had to happen. At eighty-one years 
of age, I could expect my Parkinsonõs 
disease to gradually take away my ability 
to climb stairs.

The hundred-year-old house in which 
we had lived cooperatively for almost 32 
years was a beautiful and winning home 
space, but it was intersected by stairs. 
It would not serve me well in the years 
ahead. We did not want to leave Chicago, 
or our Hyde Park neighborhood, so we 
looked for another place near by.

Our realtor friend showed us a high 
rise served by four elevators. It was af-
fordable, gave a good view of the Mu-
seum of Science and Industry, Wooded 
Island, and Lake Michigan. To live there 
would be like living in the center of an 
ever-changing drama.

We closed the deal and it was ours. We 
set the moving date for February 28 to 
give ourselves plenty of time to prepare 
ñ or so we thought. Looking back, I real-
ize there was no way we could have been 
ready to move given twice the time. We 
needed to look through the possessions 
accumulated in 32 years at one location, 
and discard three-fourths of them. 

May and I fell to work separating our 
belongings. Soon we had dozens of boxes 
of òkeepers,ó and scores of black disposal 
bags.

Sermons from years ago. Seminary 
term papers. Financial records for 20 
years. Photographs and tape recordings 
accumulated in an active life of a record 
keeper. Moving day found us still cram-
ming possessions into boxes while the 
movers arrived and carried load after 
load to the van. At noon they began to 
unload a mile and a half away. At þ ve 
p.m. they were þ nished.

Our modest sized apartment was 
crammed with more furniture than it 
needed and more cardboard boxes than 
we ever counted.

I hadnõt recognized that my life had 
been changed, and I was a captive of my 
many possessions. Little did we realize 
how our life would be disheveled. And 
this was aggravated by breakdowns in 
key communications systems. We had 
been unable to get our computer online 
since it conked out. We had not taken 
care to put our address books and Rolo-
dexes in a place where they would be 
quickly found. We had three telephone 
jacks working, but no listing of numbers. 
This was more my problem than Mayõs. 
She memorizes numbers, and I enter 
them on my two (!) Rolodexes. I did 
not even have Ken Brooker Langstonõs 
number.

We did what we could to remedy the 
situation, once again shufÿ ing through 
our possessions, discarding and giving 
away. Those Rolodexes had to be some-
where in the stacks of sealed boxes. Yes, 
but which one?

Meanwhile things were happening 
in our volunteer world that depended 
upon our competency. Thank God for 
plucky May, who usually is not interest-
ed in 100-pound boxes but was almost 
ÿ ipping these around. Kudos to our 
children and grandchildren who saw we 
were in over our heads and who came 
in droves to help us out. Finally, thank 
God for friends at church who helped us 
pack, transport, cheer us up, etc.

Meanwhile, DJAN staff were not 
getting their salaries on time. Checks 
were bouncing and deposits misplaced. 
To make matters worse, our mail had 
disappeared. I had completed a change 
of address notice, but the carrier was a 
substitute and our mail was not arriving 
at either the old or new address. After 
two months, our mail frequently arrives 
at the old address, and sometimes does 
not arrive at our new address promptly 
because the sender forgot to include the 
apartment number 2909.

n



6  F      F  7

By Kirsten Linford-Steinfeld

We laughed! We cried! We honored two proph-
ets of God!
Recently, the DJAN Decisions Team met 
in Indianapolis to dream of peace and 
plan for justice at our upcoming General 
Assembly. It is almost unbelievable to real-
ize that DJAN has been striving for justice 
for nearly ten years now. It is no stretch 
to say that without Harvey and May 
Lord there would be no DJAN. Not only 
have these two faithful prophets called us 
together into this network, but they have 
also provided the vision and the vigor, 
the strength and the support, the learning 
and the leading. May and Harvey have 
not only been the impetus for DJAN, they 
have been its very soul.

In that spirit, when the Decisions Team 
came together in Indianapolis, we took the 
opportunity to offer thanks and praise for 
the ministry of Harvey and May. Invited 
by our new Director, Rev. Dr. Ken Brooker 
Langston, we shared our memories and 
our expressions of gratitude for the Lords, 
and all they have given us. One by one, 
DT members and volunteers spoke of the 
model of faith shown to us by May and 
Harvey. We told them how moved we 
have been by their passionate struggle for 
peace, by their unending support of our 
lives and our ministries, by their refusal 
to give up, and by their joy in life, which 
cannot be extinguished. We thanked them 
for sharing their time, talent, and treasure 

Decisions Team Honors May and Harvey Lord
with DJAN and with all of us. We cel-
ebrated their spirits, which have show-
ered us with hospitality and challenge 
with strength and compassion for our 
work together. Most of all, we thanked 
May and Harvey for having the cour-
age and the vision to be the prophets, 
priests, and pastors of DJAN. And we 
pledged to continue DJANõs work in 
their name and with their spirit.

Dr. Brooker Langston presented the 
òBlessed Are the Peacemakers Awardó 
to the Lords on behalf of the World 
Council of Churches, òFor inspiring, 
courageous and faithful efforts to build 
a just and peaceful world.ó  A letter of 
thanks and celebration from Interim 
General Minister and President, Rev. Dr. 
William Chris Hobgood, was also read. 
And the Decisions Team presented a 
special gift to the Lordsña beautiful dia-
mond shaped glass sculpture inscribed 
with, òWe Thank God for Harvey and 
May Lord. Pastors, Prophets and Found-
ers of DJAN.ó

Truly, we are reminded that the lives 
touched by Harvey and May Lord are 
too numerous to count. It is with such 
deep joy that we thank them for their 
ongoing presence of peace within the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
among people of all faiths and in the 
world at large. Thanks be to God for 
Harvey and May! n

We were regularly missing meetings we 
had not learned about. We had two keys 
to the outside doors of the buildingñwe 
lost one of them. We had a plastic card 
that opened the garage door for us. We 
lost it. I experienced what Paul Tillich calls 
òontological shock.ó I was out of touch in 
more ways than one.

You can tell that my ability to write 
this note means that I am recovering. I 
could not have written it unless things 
about me were at a tolerable level of 
functioning. A new order is gradually 
taking hold, and my recovered Rolodex-
es enjoy an honored and easily found 
place. n

A Moving Experience      (continued from p. 6)

n
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In discussions among religious progres-
sives, the question often arises, òHow did 
the Religious Right become so powerful? 
What have they done that we need to do?ó 

Many answers can be given to this 
question, but the ones that come most 
clearly to mind can be summed up by the 
þ ve cõs: constituents, commitment, com-
munication, coordination, and cash. Or, 
if you donõt like cõs, letõs go with the þ ve 
mõs: members, motivation, media, man-
agement, and money.

DJAN is a justice action network within 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
that seeks to promote a more progressive 
and inclusive vision of faith and society. 
To do so, we need the same things that any 
successful movement/network/ organi-
zation needs: constituents, commitment, 
communication, coordination, and cash.

DJAN trains local groups and congre-
gations to be more involved in justice 
action. We communicate with our mem-
bers and supporters through our web site 
and our newsletters. We coordinate our 
activities and priorities with other groups 
(denominational, ecumenical, interfaith, 
and secular) who, like us, seek greater 
justice, peace, diversity and inclusion. We 

bring people together as witnesses for 
justice through our activities at General 
and regional assemblies. And we recruit 
more members and supporters through 
all of these activities and more.

But if we are to be all that we can 
beñif we are to be a strong and effective 
voice for justice within our church, our 
nation, and our worldñthen we need 
your help. We need you, our members 
and supporters, to demonstrate your 
commitment to our shared vision and 
values. We need you to help provide the 
þ nancial resources necessary to continue 
the work you already value.

If you have not yet given a þ nancial 
gift to DJAN, we urge you to do so 
today. If you have already been sup-
porting DJAN þ nancially, we urge you 
prayerfully to consider increasing the 
amount that you give.

We must be as committed to our 
cause and as supportive of our shared 
values as the members of the Religious 
Right are to theirs. Otherwise, we will 
continue to marvel at the accomplish-
ments of the Religious Right while our 
own efforts come to naught. 

Money matters because justice mat-
ters. Please give generously.  n

Money Matters


