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DJAN is  a multi -racial, multi -ethnic . . .                

God is love.  God loves beyond our 

dreams, extravagantly, without limit.  

Whatever we might imagine God's love 

for us to be, it is far deeper, steadier, gen-

tler.  It cannot be manipulated or bar-

gained with.  It cannot be earned or lost. . . 

.  It fills the whole creation with light.  It 

shines with a kind of joy in the heavens, 

and it illuminates each blade of grass, each 

tiny bug, opening our eyes to see them.  It 

is the air we breathe, the ground we walk 

on, the food we eat.  
 

In a particular way this love ap-

peared among us in Jesus Christ, from 

whom the love of each Christian who be-

longs to the body of Christ flows.  It has 

been passed down from Christian to 

Christian, and from Christian to 

God's world.  This same love is 

God's love for us, us for each 

other, and us for the world. . .  
 

Roberta Bondi, To Love as God 

Loves  (Fortress, 1987). 

Christmas Meditation 
ñTo Love as God Lovesò 

Keeping in Touch 
With the DJAN Community  

 

DJAN be-

loved lead-

ers emeritus, 

Harvey and 

May Lord, 

surprised 

and de-

lighted 

DJAN mem-

bers and friends by their ap-

pearance at General Assembly.  

Accompanied by daughter 

Marilyn, they attended work-

shops and voted in the Plenary.  

We continue to pray for their 

health and the caregivers who 

help them. 
 

DJAN Chair, Rev. 

Kirsten Linford, has 

been invited to 

preach the January 

 ñWeek of Christian Unityò 

sermon in the Westwood, CA 

ecumenical service.  The past 

few months she has enjoyed 

helping edit a book written by 

her friend, Rabbi Naomi Levy. 
 

Wedding bells rang 

for Dr. Jack Sulli-

van, DJANôs co 

chair, just prior to 

General Assembly 

last July. For the past year his 

bride, Rev. Sɏkinah Hamlin, 

has been the minister for the 

Anti-Racism and Reconcilia-

tion program for the SE Re-

gional Fellowship of Christian 

Church (DOC) based in 

Greensboro, NC. 
Continued on page 2 

Ecumenical  

Advocacy Days 
 

    Ecumenical Advocacy 

Days for Global Peace 

with Justice is a gathering 

of nearly 1000 Christians 

coming to the DC area to 

worship, pray and sing 

together, share informa-

tion, network with each 

other, and visit their 

Senators and Representa-

tives.  DJAN is a co-

sponsor of the event and 

DJAN Director Ken 

Brooker Langston is a 

member of the planning 

team. 
 

    Earlier this year, Advo-

cacy Days met and had as 

its focus climate change 

and eco-justice.  During 

the conference, Disciples 

and members of the 

United Church of Christ 

met together twiceðonce 

at a lunch session where a 

representative from the 

White House spoke about 

the Administrationôs pri-

orities and desire to work 

closely with communities 

of faith; and again at an 

evening session where the 

special speaker was Mi-

chael Kinnamon, General 

Secretary of the National 

Council of Churches. 

Continued on page 2 
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Grassroots network of Disciples . . .                                                                                     

DJAN CoDJAN Co--Sponsors Health Care CallSponsors Health Care Call  

  with President Obama with President Obama   

and 140,000 People of Faithand 140,000 People of Faith  

Continued on page 3 

Keeping in Touché 

 

This past year  

David Nickell 
from Okla-

homa City 

completed a 

Post Masterôs 

Clinical Social 

Work Fellowship with an 

emphasis in Chemical De-

pendency at the University of 

Oklahoma Department of 

Psychiatry and Behavioral 

Sciences. He will sit for the 

Licensed Alcohol and Drug 

Counselor examination in 

December and for the Li-

censed Clinical Social 

Worker examination in 

March, 2010. He is currently 

working as a counselor at 

Jordan's Crossing in Okla-

homa City, a long-term inpa-

tient treatment center for 

women. Women that have 

custody, can bring their chil-

dren with them. 

 

DJANôs Steven 

Baines has re-

cently changed 

positions, how-

ever, he contin-

ues in his DC 

justice advocacy 

work. He moved from the 

Religious Coalition for Re-

productive Choice to Ameri-

cans United for Church and 

State Separation, where he 

serves as Associate Field 

Director for Religious Out-

reach.  (baines@au.org) We 

send Steven and Rick Mohn 

blessings for their forthcom-

ing December 12 wedding at 

National City Christian 

Church, Washington, D.C. 

   An estimated 140,000 people of faith (including at 

least 1000 Disciples) gathered on a historic national con-

ference call with President Barack Obama and the 

American faith community. Sponsored by Faithful Re-

form in Health Care, the Disciples Justice Action Net-

work, the Disciples Center for Public Witness, and more 

than thirty other denominational, ecumenical, and inter-

faith organizations, the conference call included prayer 

and moments of silence, stories from people struggling 

with and suffering from the current health care system, suggestions from lo-

cal religious leaders about ways to engage people in dialogue and action, an-

swers to questions about health care reform from a White House domestic 

policy advisor, and comments by the President of the United States about the 

moral imperative for health insurance reform and the important role of people 

of faith in making it happen. 
 

   Among the speakers on the call were two prominent 

Disciples: Dr. Sharon E. Watkins, General Minister 

and President of the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ), and Dr. Cynthia Hale, Senior Pastor of Ray of 

Hope Christian Church in Decatur, GA.  
 

   This highly successful conference call was linked with two efforts at health 

care reform: the "40 Days for Health Reform" campaign to mobilize people 

of faith to pressure Congress to pass health insurance reform; and the "Let 

Our Light Shine" campaign to organize health care reform prayer vigils, wor-

ship services and other events throughout the nation. The health care vigil 

and rally at the recent General Assembly, organized by Faithful Reform in 

Health Care and the Disciples Justice Action Network, was the kick-off event 

for this campaign. 
 

   The historic call lifted up the inspiring efforts of tens of thousands of peo-

ple of faith across America to promote civil dialogue and ensure that Con-

gress passes legislation in 2009 that will make quality health care accessible 

and affordable for all Americans. 
 

  A recording of the call is available at ww.blogtalkradio.com/40mins4health, 

which live-streamed the call.  More information about ongoing efforts is 

available at www.faithfulreform.org. 

  

   Advocacy Days are coming again!  In 

2010 this special gathering of faith-

based advocates will take place March 

19 ï 22 at the DoubleTree Hotel in 

Crystal City, Virginia just outside 

Washington, D.C.  One of the keynote 

speakers will be Sharon Watkins,   

 

General Minister and President of 

the Christian Church (DOC).  

She will also speak at the special 

gathering for Disciples and UCC 

during the conference.  

For more information visit: 

www.advocacydays.org.  

Ecumenical Advocacy Days Continued ... 

mailto:baines@au.org
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Working together to promote . . . 

Continued on page 4 

General Minister and President Speaks Out 

Matt Rosen, 

honors grad 

of Disciple 

Divinity 

School in Chi-

cago, has 

recently moved from the 

Childrenôs Defense Fund 

in DC to become Direc-

tor of Advocacy and So-

cial Justice for SOME  

(So Others May Eat). 
www.SOME.org  
Matt was indispensable 

to DJAN at General As-

sembly.  Thank you, 

Matt. 
 

DJAN  mem-

ber, Rev. Jen-

nifer Kottler, 

former Deputy 

Director of 

Protestants for 

the Common Good in 

Chicago, has moved back 

to DC to manage the 

Policy and  Outreach 

Department of Sojourn-

ers. She is currently fo-

cusing on health care 

and immigration. 

jkottler@sojo.net     
 

How proud we are of 

Rev. 

Ayanna 

Johnson,  

DJAN De-

cision 

Team 

member, 

who finished her General 

Assembly term as vice 

moderator of the Chris-

tian Church (DOC) in 

July.  How articulate, 

gentle and graceful can 

one be? 

  

Keeping in Touch  . . . 

ñThere is no doubt that our GMP has a heart for justice,ò said DJAN Co-

Chair, Dr. Jack Sullivan. ñWe are thankful for the leadership she provides, 

especially on important issues of public witness and justice advocacy.ò 

of a an impartial, nonpartisan, and in-

dependent Commission of Inquiry to 

find out what happened and make rec-

ommendations about how to make sure  

that it never happens again.  ñUnder -

standing the causes, nature and scope 

of U.S. sponsored torture is essential 

for preventing it in the future 

and eliminating it from our 

system without loopholes,ò 

said the letter to President 

Obama signed by Dr. Watkins. 

 

   Dr. Watkins also signed a 

letter calling for the closing of 

the School of the Americas, 

graduates of which have per-

petrated some of the most infamous 

human rights abuses in our hemisphere, 

including countless instances of massa-

cres, torture, rape, oppression and 

abuseðoften against religious and un-

ion leaders. 

 

   According to the letter to President 

Obama, ñWe respectfully request that 

you issue an executive order to close 

the Western Hemisphere Institute for 

Security Cooperation (WHINSEC), 

formerly known as the School of the 

Americas (SOA).  We also request that 

the administration release the WHIN-

SEC studentsô and instructorsô names, 

rank, country of origin, and dates and 

classes attended from 2004 through the 

present.ò 

 

   Dr. Watkins has also been hard at 

work as a member of the Presidentôs 

Council of Advisors for Faith Based 

and Community Partnerships, where 

she works with other leaders on the 

issue of climate change. 

    During her ministry as General Min-

ister and President of the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ), The Rev. 

Dr. Sharon Watkins has spoken out on 

a number of important public policy 

issues and concerns.  Three recent ex-

amples include health care, torture, and 

the School of the Ameri-

cas. 
 

    Just before General 

Assembly, Dr. Watkins 

issued a pastoral letter 

dealing with health care 

reform.  In it she urged 

members of our denomi-

nation to ñcontact your 

Senators and Represen-

tatives and ask them to achieve afford-

able, accessible, accountable, and in-

clusive health care this year.ò  Accord-

ing to her letter, ñThe moral vision is 

there.  The policy expertise is in place.  

Itôs the political will that needs our 

support.  Our legislators need our en-

couragement in the hard work of re-

form.ò 
 

    On many occasions, Dr. Watkins has 

expressed public support for efforts to 

eliminate torture.  For example, she 

signed a letter of conscience that stated, 

ñTorture violates the basic dignity of 

the human person that all religions, in 

their highest ideals, hold dear. It de-

grades everyone involvedðpolicy-

makers, perpetrators and victims. It 

contradicts our nation's most cherished 

ideals.ò  The statement continues, 

ñNothing less is at stake in the torture 

abuse crisis than the soul of our nation. 

. . .  Let America abolish torture nowð

without exceptions.ò 
 

   And recently, she joined with other 

religious leaders to call for the creation  

http://www.some.org/
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Greater justice, peace and diversity . . . 

DJANôs former Minis-

ter of Justice Action 

and world traveler,  

Rev. Larry Sweeney,  
is back in the USA 

from  Central and 

South America. We are 

ready to hear about all 

his personal  travels 

and ministries along 

the wayé.in Spanish. 

DJAN sends  much 

love and heartiest con-

gratulations to good 

friends Bishop T. Gar-

rott  and Lady Benja-

min who celebrate 

their 40th year in pas-

toral ministry at Indi-

anapolis Light of the 

World Christian 

Church.  He is only the 

4th Senior Pastor in 

the 143 year history of 

the church and is 

known widely for his 

commitment to excel-

lence as a pastor and 

for his gifts of hospital-

ity and generosity. 

 V Honor the work of May and Harvey Lord 

V Support the Justice Ministry of DJAN 

V Provide resources for seminarians 

V Keep alive a strong voice for justice   

       in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

The Charles Harvey and May Sweet Lord The Charles Harvey and May Sweet Lord   

JUSTICE ACTION FUNDJUSTICE ACTION FUND   

nity to listen and talk with political leaders 

on healthcare reform.  Leaders included, 

among others, Speaker of the House, 

Nancy Pelosi, 

and Health and 

Human Ser-

vices Secre-

tary, Kathleen 

S e b e l i u s .       
 

 Ken joined 

another small 

group of reli-

gious leaders 

and advocates 

to talk with 

Congressper-

son James Cly-

burn (SC), the 

Majority Whip and third ranking member 

of the House of Representatives.  The issue 

was again health care reform.  
 

Recently, Ken was invited to join  60 
persons from diverse professions as a guest 
in the main part of the White House.  In-

vited guests heard directly from President 
Obama about his plans for financial reform 
and consumer protection.  The moral di-
mensions of the issues were stressed along-
side the economic and political. 

ñI feel blessed to be part of the kind of 
work and the type of coalitions that draw 
us to the attention of the White House and 
Congress,ò said Ken.  ñWhen we basically 
agree on an issue, we want to be suppor-
tive; and when we respectfully disagree, 
we want to be heard.ò 

DJAN Director, Ken Brooker Langston, 

 Goes to the White House and Congress 

Continued on page 6 

Recently, as part of his work with the 
Disciples Center for Public Witness and 
other DC-based partners, DJAN Director 
Ken Brooker 
Langston visited 
the White House 
three times and 
made two spe-
cial visits to 
Congress. 
 
  Ken first vis-
ited the White 
House as part of 
a delegation 
brought together 
by the National 
Religious Cam-
paign Against 
Torture   (NRCAT).  

About 20 religious leaders, including 5 
Disciples, met with Administration officials 
to discuss the issue of torture and urge the 
President to establish a Commission of In-
quiry that would find out exactly what hap-

pened and find ways to make sure it never 
happens again.  

Kenôs second visit to the White House 
was an individual invitation from Admini-
stration officials to join a small group of 
religious leaders and discuss the issue of 
health care reform.   

Not long afterwards, Ken joined GMP 
Sharon Watkins and other religious leaders 
at a health care summit that took place on 
the House side of the U.S. Congress.  Here a 
small group of participants had an opportu-

Left to right:  Rev. Dennis Sparks, Executive Director of West 

Virginia Council of Churches; Rev. Holly Beaumont, Legisla-

tive Advocate for the New Mexico Conference of Churches; Dr. 

Michael Kinnamon, General Secretary of the National Council 

of Churches; Dr. Ken Brooker Langston, Director of  Disciples 

Justice Action Network;  Rev. Daniel Bryant, Past President of 

the Board , Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon. 

Keeping in Touch  . . . 

 


