Fall 2006

We' .+ 10 Years of Justice Action
re Celebra{;\;legllfe You there?

DJAN'’s Tenth Birthday

On June 28, 1996, th4
Chicago Tribuneran a head
line that said, “Church Leaders
Lay Groundwork for New Sd
cial Activism.” Under thig
banner, the article read, “Frdm
the rural hills of Kentucky tp
the streets of New York, mini$-
ters gathered in Chicago |t
plan a leadership role in socjdl
activism. . . .. More than 15(
church leaders attended C;m-
paign for Justice '96 at PafK
Manor Christian Church. . .|.
Pastor James L. Demus
Il ... was the Chicago leaddr
for the Million Man March in
October, and about 20 people
who attended that march alsp
attended the conference. . .

Continued on page 2
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The article continue
“Conference participants we
looking for a larger role f

* From My Parkinson’s has been diagnosed
e _ now for six years. It doesn’t get better;
Our Director... it slowly and episodically gets worse.
their churches in combating do- No one tells me there is a cure. But
Clljar| Icr)”slizsstlgﬁﬁé .cc.mf(gPeen(c:)Z:t Z DJAN often takes :Egyrr?(ljss? E?)yépualtcﬁigigr? : ra?)?/varggnls
purp “controversial stands on issues fa . P .
to educate church leaders for. . the frightened-of-sex moralists feel so
: ing us as a church and as a natic ;
issues. . . . When the confgr- . certain that God does not want embryos
. We do so because our denomin o
ence ended, Disciples Justjce.. : : ... used for scientific purposes? Has God
. tional, ecumenical, and interfaitt o ) .
Action Network was voted " got all these priorities written in a book
.- coalition partners call upon us t .
become an official network. . | . d We d b somewhere? | think not. The embryos
Rev. Jesse Jacksqgma confer 0 SO. € do S0 because o, guestion here are pre-human. Also
encé speaker, said he s echurch, our congregations, and ol they are either used or lost THe aré
_SP ’ Christian sisters and brother -2 N ' y
promise in a grassroots moye d preserved for fertilization purposes, but

"sometimes fail to do so. And we

Churches. - think s a rd. 50 because we feel called to do . bd £ FET Ko, 0 SO SRS
AU .1, as part of our Christian ministry o', . P
awakening,” Jackson sai lution, our problems are compounded.

d ' prophetic witness and justice advc
cacy. But we also do so becau
these issues affect the real lives
supporters, our dreamers

real people, many of whom are su

our workers, the promise cop- fering while too many people of
tinues. So, too, does the [e 9 Yy peop

awakening of our churches.

Ayanna Johnson membe
of DJAN’'s Decision Tean,
writes about the 2020 Visign
and establishing new congrega
tions. Ayanna is starting ofe

That was ten years ago. To
because of our members

It is so depressing. Could we
talk about something else? No. There
are too many bodies drained, too many
people crippled. We must learn the se-

‘faith continue to ignore these is crets of stem cell growth and offer heal-

sues or allow others to decide the N9 to persons who need it. 1 am one of
without challenge. them.I _
With this in mind. | want to ; bDlrector’s postscript: In the recent
' e

share with our DJAN members an ate about stem-cell research, the
junior Senator from Pennsylvania
supporters a note from one of ot

said—evidently with no sense of the

n(

herself in Blue Island, IL. S
points out that new congre

tions are frequently ethnic |n

character,
faster than our predominat

_It follows:

founders and leaders, Harvey Lort

irony of this statement—that the em-

bryos should be “allowed to die with

‘It was Tuesday afternoon dignity.” If only he and others like him
and are growihgJuly 17, and May was watching he cared a little more about the suffering
ly favorite TV program, CSPAN. My people who want tdive with greater

Anglo-American congrege
tions.

nose was buried deep in my con health and dignity.
puter. ‘You've got to see this!” she

Jack Sullivan, Jr., follows| advised him. ‘They are talking—_ X o
with “What can the Black about Stem Cell research.’ | was J&SUS,Justice and Spirituality:
Church teach white, mainlife not at first interested. When yoli The Bible and
churches?” Jack, also a mempe have Parkinson’s disease, you Contemporary Issues”
of the Decisions Team, prac- don’t necessarily benefit by talking
tices what he preaches: El$e about it, or watching TV shows
where in this edition of Call t But this was no show. It was a hig

Workshops combine lecture,
Bible readings and
small group discussions.

-

Justice is a report of his public level debate with well-known senar-
stance in Seattle, WA, in sup- tors as key speakers. In fact, it wg

S, .
. Invite Rev. Sweeney to your church.
port of state laws which protect the Senate Committee. Then | re- ytoy

gays from discrimination. membered that this was just gs Schedule today!
Michael Kinnamon, one scheduled. Had not May and ||
of the founders of DJAN called the offices of our Senato
; L_ Durban and Obama asking them fo Larrysweeney

speaks about the difference b
tween a congregation which h

@hotmail.com

< support stem cell research?

Continued on page 3
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Mix in ‘06

By May Sweet Lord

mission projects and one thaf is
a “mission church.” One is dn
interest, and the other is identify.
And in the sacred space that
follows, Robert Chambless (ygs,
also a DJAN member for the fill
ten years!) shares a few linesjof
nonsense and rebellion from his

Over 3000 Disciple and UCC women gathered from redathe world at
the Convention Center in Indianapolis June 21-2@dkebrate, study, pray
and take action under the theme, “Dream on Sistdrslas the 13th Quad-
rennial Assembly, joined this year by the Uniteduf@ih of Christ National
Women’'s Meeting. Claudia Grant, event coordinasaid, “Our prayer for

seminary days.
Other life events

DJAN founder May Sweef|
Lord just celebrated her ¥
birthday. In a birthday greetinf,
Joan Bell-Haynes a member
the DJAN Decisions Team,
wrote, “If it were not for yo

and Harvey and a few other
good souls our denominatipn

would be woefully benign in i
witness for justice.” And DJA
Director Ken Brooker-
Langston wrote, “May God
continue to blessyou with

strength and wisdom, and cqn-

tinue to blessus with your
friendship and leadership.”

Delores Carpenter pastof
of Michigan Park CC in Wash-

ington, DC, celebrated her birth-

day on July 26th, just prior {o
the National Convocation, whigh

she so ably chaired as president.

Earlier in the summer she
marked her twenty-first annivey-

sary as pastor of Michigan Pajk,

with Alvin Jackson as guest
preacher.

At the National Convoca-
tion, the theme of which wds
“Re-Claiming Prophetic Minig-
try,” Dr. Carpenter received tlje
2006 Liberation Award for hg

=

you is that God’'s dreams and your dreams will coxghei as you mix it up
with one another...and go home to live out youadre in the world.”

As Carrie Newcomer called the packed crowd to apmemvorship with
one of her best loved songs, “The Gathering of itSgirthe vast hall was
aflutter with 3000 colorful “dream ribbons” swung inusic as worship lead-
ers processed. UCC's Bernice Powell Jackson pegiasch Rachel, and com-
munion followed. Rev. Sharon Watkins, Discipleser@ral Minister and
President, and Rev. John Thomas, UCC’s Generalskéiniand President,
greeted us. Sharon remarked, “What was good fomuke 60’s is not
enough in the 21st century.” John challenged ulselp move the church
from “respectable religion to evangelical faith.(i.e. “Be prepared to be
odd.”) There was mighty music all week: Light dfet World Christian
Church choir, Indianapolis Women’s chorus, CurraicRert House Band,
and the Mix House Band. Singers Carrie NewcoiBernice Johnson Rea-
gon, leader of “Sweet Honey in the Rock” group &tolly Near, musician
and political activist, performed in concert thedi evening.

Each day brought dozens of activities from whiclthoose: visiting the
women’s prison, organizing health kits to send igaster regions, assisting
Gleaners Food Bank, rehearsing in the Mix in ‘0O®ichtouring Christian
Theological Seminary, shopping in the Mix bazaad &ook store. More
than one hundred workshops vied for the attentiothe delegates, with di-
verse themes such as: Art and Worship, Bible, TdwgolGlobal Witness, In-
terfaith Communication, Justice, Multicultural Métiies, Spirituality, Stew-
ardship and Wellness. One popular workshop fedtareknowledgeable
Muslim woman who shared tenets of her faith.

DJAN sponsored two workshops: “Jesus, Justice gniti&lity: the Bi-
ble and Contemporary issues” led by Larry Sweei®AN’'s Minister of
Education. The other, titled “Justice Advocacy,”dacated by Ken Brooker-
Langston and me, featured religious scholar-autiotivdst, Rita Nakashima
Brock, denominational leader, Angela Balfour, arauryg activists Krista
Johnson and Sara Critchfield. Visiting DJAN’s Hoatere members and
friends, including many international guests. Wpeesally enjoyed the Indo-
nesian delegation of forty. All different, we sedra common goal: “Dream
on, Sisters. We've just begun to lead.”

At Sunday’s final worship, a substantial offeringsvcollected to be
shared by Disciples Mission Fund, UCC's ChurchedatiMission and
Global Ministries of the UCC and Disciples. Neweansang as a diverse
group of women circled the room in “Miriam’s dan@s we said good-by.

excellence in education, and her
leadership and support of min|s-
tries and projects that contribyte
to the uplift and betterment of all
people, especially Africans apd
African-Americans.

Continued on page 4

commitment to social justice a’I:d

The conference was a major success and as withasy other justice
related activities and events, DJAN was right theeey much tn the Mix.”

Working together to promote . . .



Brenda Cardwell celebrate

her 25th year as an ordained mini

ter. She is pastor of Pilgrima
Christian Church in Suitland, M

and represents the Disciples Adyo

cacy and Witness Network of t
Christian Church Capital
(DAWN) on the DJAN Decision
Team.

and
com.

www.dawnccca.blogsp

Cynthia Hale, founding pasto
of Ray of Hope Christian Churg

Arda

The Financial Campaign
By Harvey Lord

[72)

D

Thank you, DJAN members! We can hardly believe the
transition that we are experiencing, going frontadf f
volunteers--good ones--to a professional staff vod-t
also very good. This should allow us to continue ou

D

For more about DAWIN, Work and claim the efforts of even more volunteers.
please visit www.dawnccca.ofg

We leap forward to a budget of about $140,000 ear.yWe are fortu-
t.nate to have received a pledge of one half ofdea matching grant. Even

so, persons who had been giving regularly in the $P00 annual gift range
. are asked to consider making a special gift ofradhed dollars or more!

N, May and | are honored that the DJAN Decisions Teatablished a Jus-

Decatur, GA, is featured in thetice Action Fund and named it after us. We areenly in a special cam-

JuneEbonymagazine in an artic
entitled “Sisters in Ministry-

€ paign to raise money for this fund. We began #m@maign and made our
own gifts. Then we used the mail and the teleph@ue.first letter was sent

Friends for Life.” The article liftefl to 65 addresses. We intended to wait a couple eksi@and telephone the

up the friendship between R
Hale and Rev. Elaine Flake,
other well-known Decatur pastd
Cynthia also marked the anniv
sary of her ordination, witBishop
T. Garrott Benjamin as gues
preacher.

.

g

July 29" was a big day for th
Brooker-Langston family. DJA
Director,Ken, and his life-partne
Emily Hope, celebrated sevente
years of marriage and their r¢
haired daughter, junior DJA
theologian and activistRachael
Elizabeth, turned eight years ol
They celebrated both events at
Convocation in Dearborn, Ml, b
celebrated them again after retu
ing home to Maryland.

Warren and Nancy Hunt
Wirth celebrated their 48th we

Vrecipients, but our supporters did not wait. Gbiegan to come in 2005, a
Ntotal of about $18,000. Some of these gifts wergdanes. We wanted to
r-know how people felt about it all, so we called el@z on the telephone.
el-Our donors were positive. Some, after our callsjereasecond gift!

We tried a second mailing of regular supportergsome had missed the
first time, and our response, which is still gomg is good. Then we got a
welcome boost from our pastors at University Chuozir home congrega-
e tion. They volunteered to send a letter on ouralfeto a list of former
N church members who stay in touch even though tleeye moved away--
, Friends of University Church. That letter went tagt week. | am hoping
enthis week that we will pass the $40,000 mark onveay to $72,000.

d- We have received gifts of $10,000, $3,000, $2,@0down, with an
N average of $250! Recently, we had a letter from Biod Ann McCord, for-
merly of Oak Park, IL, now retired and living in Welersey. They made a
thg,izable gift plus a monthly pledge, a generousfgpiin a generous couple!

it  Now is a great time to give. Contributions arerently matched dollar
infor dollar by a generous donor. Thanks be to GBtHase remember that we
have a new system, and that our gifts go to ouckoox” in Tulsa, OK.
You may now send your gift to DJAN, P. O. Box 3588ulsa, OK 74153.
Or, you can go online right now and make a contrdvuby visiting www.
H-djan.net/paypal.htm.

t

1.

ding anniversary on August 2

d.  Remember: Because DJAN is a 501 (c) 3 tax-exemganization, all

Nancy is Co-Chair of DJAN ar{d financial gifts are tax deductible. Have you madanyift yet?
serves as the Disciples for Chojce

representative to the Council jof

Governors of the Religious Co
tion for Reproductive Choice. F
more information about Disciplé

i- Harvey and May Lord are the main founders of DJAMN,aon a volun-
brteer basis, served as network coordinators for ejgars. Currently, they
:sserve on the Decisions Team as Development TeadeteaYou can find

for Choice, please visit wwy. out more about the Lords Justice Action Fund at wijam.net/lordsfund

disciplesforchoice.org

pdf.

Continued on page 5

Greater |



Tanya Tyler, Lexington,
KY, a new member of DJAN’
Decision Team, is both a jou
nalist and a minister.  Si
graduated from Lexingto
Theological Seminary and w
ordained in May of this year.

Alvin Jackson, also a ney
member of DJAN’s Decisio
Team, has been called to be
new Senior Minister at Pa
Avenue Christian Church
New York, the historic and a
tivist church where formd
GMP, Chris Hobgood, just fin-
ished his term as interim mini
ter. To read the press rele

from PACC, please visit www.

djan.net/pacc.htm.

The Thomasons (Laird
and Evelyn) and the Dunng
(Marshall and Barbara) cele-
brated the birth of their gran
daughter Amelia Claire Tho-
mason Amelia, also known g
Mia, was born to Kriste
(Barbara and Marshall's daug
ter) and Jon (Evelyn and Lairg
son) at 1:14 am on August 14
in Fairfax, VA. She weighed
pounds and 9 ounces, and V
18 inches long. Special co
gratulations and prayers also
to Marshall Dunn as he begin
a new ministry. He has be
called to be the Temporary A
sociate General Minister a
President of the Christig
Church (Disciples of Christ).

Sharon Hunter-Smith,
Chicago, has been a longti
volunteer helping get out t
editions of theCall to Justice
Now the Call is being pub
lished in Tulsa, and Sharon |
a staff position as Huma
Rights Coordinator with th
Chicago Religious Leadersh
Network on Latin America.

Continued on page 6

h

_ and talk about bringing me up into
S . Remember justice work. But no one ever did.
I Ing... Instead, folks asked for my honest

By Kirsten Linblad opinion and listened carefully to it. The

members of the Decisions Team were
X _ | was 23 years old atppen to receiving the gifts | had to
my first General Assembly — 1997 itshare — my education and experience,
Den\_/er, Colorado. .HaV|ng spent th my passion and hope’ my prayers. They
/ previous year working for my homeésaw and called forth gifts | didn't know
N church and discerning a call to minis| had, placing me in leadership positions
F try, | finally knew that God was call- and supporting me there. And because
king me. 1 was both excited and ove of their love, their support, and their

ne
n

{n whelmed to be launching myself inttencouragement, DJAN and the

F sticking pretty close to my friend. eyen as they continue to call the church
Kelly Jensen, being willingly draggec+g justice.
S along to whatever event Kelly was & | jove seen DJAN become an im-

a tendirlmfg. _And one mo[<ning,B| fokunc portant part of the church — not only the
Lmyse sitting BE)XNK;) elr<1f roer}_r- Disciples of Christ, not only progressive
angston at a DJ reakfast. It Christianity, but the church at large. |

tie later in the week, | came 10 th 56 heen proud and blessed to be part
DJAN wo_rkshop and annual meeting ¢ 1his work — through General Assem-

where | listened to May and Harve'pjioq “marches, newsletters, discussions,
Lord, James Demus, Nancy Hurdebates, prayer, worship, singing, edu-
Wirth, and Suzanne Cole lay out plar cation, and loving challenge. It has been

s for the DJAN Decisions Team. Thel o 5mazing time. It continues to be an
amazing time, and an important one.

n ‘call to justice’ resonated deep in m'
I am no longer that 23-year-old, not-

hsoul and began to draw me into ai
quite-seminarian. | am today a pastor,

I other part of my ministry. | left the
it Assembly wondering how | would be continuing to teach and preach and care
and work for justice. None of that

5 a part of the work of justice.
A couple of weeks later, the calwould have been possible without May

of

Ve

N went out for nominations to the Deciand Harvey Lord and the presence of
9sions Team. As is DJAN's way, theDJAN in my life. Both helped to make
> goal was to make the team a diver: a justice leader out of me. With all that
°! group, gathering folks from all part | am, | know we can continue to make
S of the country, all kinds of back-|eaders and bring justice to all those who
' grounds, and various types of worlare yet coming. Our work has only be-
NKelly emailed me and asked if gun.
wanted to be nominated. | saic  |f you'd like to help seminarians or
“Sure,” never dreaming that anyon young adults get involved in justice ad-
would actually vote for a 23-year-old yocacy, make a tax-deductible gift to
not-quite-seminarian, from ldaho. Lit pjaN today. If you give now to the
tle did | know. | was elected and be Harvey and May Lord Justice Fund,
| gan serving in January of 1998. your contribution will be matched dol-
a  The power of DJAN is that folks lar-for-dollar by a generous supporter.
iIndon’t just talk about peace and jus To find out more,, download information
e tice — they live it. It would have beerat www,djan.net/lordsfund.pdf or make
if very easy for the Decisionteam to a contribution at www.djan.net/paypal.
see me as a naive young woman. htm Thank you for your generous sup-
would have been very possible fcport.

In our churches, our nations . . .



Matt Rosen writes that, af
ter graduating from the U.
Chicago with an M. Div. and

was offered a job with th€hil-

ligious Action
working with houses of worshi

Contact Matt at his new addre

6728 Hillandale Rd, CheV
Chase, M D 20815
mjrosenl@gmail.com, ¢

mrosen@childrensdefense.org

Vaughn Beckman, pastof
of First CC in San Jose, C
resigned at the end of Augus
concentrate on fighting his ¢
cer. The congregation had

August 20" Contact Vaughn 3
First CC, 80 S. Fifth St., Sa
Jose, CA 95112 or Revvfbec

man@aol.com

Claudia Highbaugh was
called to Chicago at the dea
of her father Richard
Highbaugh after an illness tha

dren's Defense Fundas the Re}f
Coordinatot,

integrating CDF's policy agengla
into the community's faith lifg.

Conferences and Conventions
DJAN Director, Ken Brooker-Langston, attended tfesr’'sBlack Min-

f

Master of Public Policy, he spgnt ister’s Retreat in Los Angeles, CA, where he joined James Demask J

a week in D.C. at a conference Sullivan, Delores Carpenter, Eric Brown, Tim Jan@saron Watkins and
on social justice. He met Marian

Wright Edelman, and eventually

about 150 other registered attendees. As summdabyeEric Brown, the

President of the Black Ministers Fellowship, “Theeping preachers were
great, the Bible lectures were fantastic, the nmgmglory preachers were ex-
citing, the workshops were thought-provoking, ahe tworship services
were glorious.” Worth highlighting for DJAN purpes was the Bible lec-
turer, Dr. Darryl Trimiew, who challenged listenéosgo beyond charity and
find more permanent ways to help those in need-udhoy faith-based jus-
tice advocacy in important areas of public policy.

D,

;S' Ken also attended thHeational Convocationin Dearborn, Ml. He was
there with his family, joining in worship, song,dfellowship with old and
’r new friends. The theme of the gathering was “R&ifiihg Prophetic Minis-
try,” and it included among its many highlights @pening sermon on pro-
phetic ministry by Convocation President Deloresp€ater (Michigan Park
in DC), a sermon on social justice by Jeremiah Wr{@rinity UCC in Chi-
\, cago), a presentation on current issues by Congeessohn Conyers, and
to unbelievably well-performed and inspiring music tye Oxon Hill High
- School Choir. On behalf of DJAN, Ken organized andderated a work-

ashop on “Prophetic Witness and Justice Advocacgd angaged in brain-

“Going Away Gathering” ol storming and strategy meetings with DJAN leadetsnding the Convoca-

gt tion: Joan Bell-Haynes, Brenda Cardwell, James xmyanna Johnson,
in and Jack Sullivan.

N TheNational Hispanic and Bilingual Assemblymet this year at Mt. Si-

nai Christian Church in Killeen, TX. The event,isthmarked the Z5anni-

versary of the Hispanic and Bilingual Fellowshipnsisted of workshops,
th worship, youth events and business meetings. ®rikeomost important

items of business before the 300 attendees wastifieation of Huberto Pi-
it mentel as the new National Pastor for the Centaskd?al Office for His-

kept him wheel chair bound f
years. She planned and c
ducted his memorial servi

Delores hosted a visitation
terwards at Disciples Divini
House. Claudia recently
ceived a new call as Dean
Religious and Spiritual Life fg
Connecticut College in Nep

viously chaplain at Harvard U

Daisy Machado recently
left the faculty of Brite Divinity
School to become Dean of L&
ington Theological Seminary.

Continued on page 7

re-

London, CT.” Claudia was pre-

br panic Ministries. Besides Pimental, the gatheragp heard from GMP
n- Sharon Watkins, former National Pastor Pablo Jimgnew at the Christian
, Board of Publication), and Puerto Rican Disciplebotar, Samuel Pagéan.

and together with her moth¢r, The theme of the conference, based on 1 Peted@; @as “Tell My People

- to March.”

David Nickell and Randy Palmer, both members of@dAN Decisions
Team, attendedapestry 2006 a gathering of lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender Christians and their allies from thmegor denominations: the
Alliance of Baptists, the United Church of Chriahd the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). Between 250 and 300 Chais$i gathered together to
sing, pray, cry, laugh, and celebrate with one lagroivhat Disciples scholar-
activist, Rita Nakashima Brock, called “love in & complicated and con-
flicting forms.” The Lord’s Supper was celebrateith current and past
leaders of the three denominations co-presidind, @anrent GMP, Sharon
x- Watkins, affirmed her vision of an inclusive chunshere “every person is
welcome at the table.” (Source of quotatiolssciplesWorldmagazine).

or

=

Continued on page 7
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Cuban by birth, Machad

0 Jackson Joins DJAN Leadership Team

has been a popular spealer By Ken Brooker- Langston

among Disciples. She spoke| pt _ i . )
the Mix in '06 and will addresk DJAN is pleased to wel-Under his leadership at National City,
the IL/WI Regional Assembly come the Rev. Dr. Alvin attendance tripled, the assets of the

in Lisle, IL, Nov. 10-13.

The Christian Church in Ca
ada has called a new regio
minister, Catherine C. Hub-
bard. She is fluent in three la
guages (French, Spanish &
English), experienced in pasto

Jackson, the senior pastor(church’s Foundation doubled, the
Park Avenue Christian church became much more racially and
Church in New York. as the culturally diverse, and National City

newest member of the governing body became an Open and Affirming

. Congregation
L. our netw_ork, the DJAN Decisions Tean Jackson has served on boards and
r A long-time member and supporter ¢

" DIAN, Dr. Jackson will now join a di advisory boards for many groups: Dis-

h
1

ministry and human resour
management, has degrees f

several institutions of highe €1Ght persons of color, six young adult

learning, including Christia
Theological Seminary in India
apolis. In response to congrat
tions sent to her from DJAN
rector, Ken Brooker-Langsto
Hubbard said, “I am pleased
know the Canadian region is

- verse leadership team that includ1C”OIes Peace Fellowship, Equal Part-

mond its eiahteen members t ners in Faith, the Religious Coalition
o among IiS eighteen members ten wome Reproductive Choice, and the Gen-

eral Board of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). Along with for-
mer GMP Chris HobgoqdJackson is
also one of the main founders of the Dis-
ciples Center for Public Witness in
According to Jackson, “I am proutWashington DC.

tto be pal‘t of this team of wonderful Ppec To read more of Alvin Jackson’s bi-

¢ple who are working hard to promot ggraphy, please visit_ www.djan.net/

four senior citizens and eight membe
.of GLAD Alliance (including three per-
| sons from the LGBT Disciples commu

i- nity).

tablished with DJAN and | look greater jUStice, peace and diverSity bc 'lackson_htm To read the DJAN press
forward to fostering our relation- within our denomination and across d release about Dr. Jackson, p|ease visit
ship as Canada looks to the futnominational lines. | look forward tcwww.djan.net/jackson2.htm

ture. | have long appreciated
work of DJAN. | look forward tq
our work together in the years
come.”

DJAN friend and counselg
James (Jim) Reed Indianapo
lis, had surgery in mid-June.
early August, he went on a fis
ing trip to Canada with his fo
daughters and their familie
“My family and friends as we
as the professional care giv
continue to marvel at my reco
ery.”

Nathan D. Wilson will
spend nine months in Switzerl
studying international
and peacemaking at the Gradu
Institute of International Rel
tions and the University of G
neva. Years ago, when he wal
senior at Lexington College
the Bible, Nathan handled lod
arrangements for one of the eg
planning meetings that resulted
the formation of DJAN.

Continued on page 9

relations

hworking with the other members of th _

team, with DJAN supporters, and witl Conferences continued from pg. 6
trall justice-seeking Disciples to build tF DJAN Minister of Education,

Beloved Community envisioned by D Larry Sweeney, attended tieAPAD
p King.” Convocation in Berkeley, CA. The

Dr. Jackson grew up in the segrtheme “Reconciled in Christ: To Serve,

lrgated South (Mississippi), attend¢To Love, To Give,” included a pre-
h Chapman College and Butler Universit convocation event on the leadership
I received his M. Div. from Duke Divinity development of youth and young
s School, and was awarded his D. Min. adults (Comprising about half of the
| United Theological Seminary in Daytoi gathering.) Larry staffed a DJAN
bl Ohio. He has served as pastor of Lcbooth. According to Larry, “It turned
v don Avenue Church in Roanoke, V/out to be a good spot that led to great
associate pastor at Light of the Wor conversations with lay people and min-
Christian Church (formerly Seconisters in an important population that
Christian Church) in Indianapolis, INdoesn't yet know DJAN that well."
senior pastor of Mississippi BoulevailLarry pointed out, “Attendees were
éChristian Church in Memphis, TN, anvery concerned about issues at the

a. senior pastor of National City Christia heart of DJAN's mission: discrimina-

L Church in Washington, DC. He has al tion, poverty and economic injustice.”

;served as the president of the NatioiTo read Larry’s full report, visit djan.

- City Christian Church Foundation and net/napad06.htm.

ca Moderator of the Christian Churc Larry will attend regional assem-

r (Disciples of Christ). Under his leade plies in TN, IN, AZ, FL, and NE. The

i ship at Mississippi Boulevard, the mer workshops are for congregational, re-
bership grew from 350 to 7800, makir gional and ecumenical groups. Contact
it one of the largest and fastest growi him to schedule your workshop:

churches in our denomination. larrysweeney@hotmail.com.
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Disciples Justice Advocacy News

Our General Minister and PresideSharon Wat- Arnold Nelson, our President of Disciples Home Mis-
kins, has spoken out on a number of issues img sions, has joined with other religious leadersxpress
tant to DJAN and its allies: racism, poverty, hu publicly a shared concern about the impact of the
ger, budget cuts, food stamps, a living wage, 1 Child Left Behind’ Act (NCLB) on the quality of our
Darfur crisis, and peace in the Middle East. S public education, the morale of our teachers, drel t
has also expressed her personal concerns abou educational progress of our students. You can read
war in Irag, the exclusion of LGBT Christians, ar about parents, teachers and students who sharkarsimi
the efforts to add a Federal Marriage Amendme¢concerns in the 2006 National Report on NCLB by the
to the U.S. Constitution. To find out more, vis Public Education Network:  www.publiceducation.
the websites for the Disciples Center for Pub org/2006_NCLB/main/2006_NCLB_National_Report.
Witness (www.disciplescenter.org) and the Officpdf. To find excellent resources for congregati@uhu-
of the GMP (www.disciples.org/watkins/news). cation and advocacy on a variety of issues, visitmv
discipleshomemissions.org.
David Vargas, our President of Overseas Minis
tries and Co-Executive of Global Ministries, he
spoken out about efforts by the Bush Administr
tion to curtail religious travel to Cuba. He also
cently led our General Board to issue a statem
about the critical situation in Lebanon. Keep 1
with these and other international news, issues .
advocacy campaigns at www.globalministries.or¢

Huberto Pimental, our National Pastor for Hispanic
Ministries has called on all Disciples to refledtlizally

and prayerfully on immigration issues in relatianthe
bipartisan McCain-Kennedy legislation in the Sepate
the punitive measures passed in the House of Rapres
tatives, and the compromise bill that will come ofit
conference between the two. For more information,
please visit www.obrahispana.org/.immigration.htm

Looking Forward to the next 10 Years of Doing Justi ce Together

DJAN is composed of Christians of many kinds.
We network in order to make a stronger witness for righteousness in public witness.

My/Our Membership Contribution ____New Member __Renewal

__$30 Individual ___$15 Semi narian/Student/Low Income
__$100 Organization (congregation, church group, r ~ egion, agency, advocacy group

Highly Resolved and by God’s Grace, My/Our Contribu  tion to the Harvey and May Lord
Fund For Justice Action (provides sustaining support for DJAN’s justice ministry.)

_ $2,000 _ $1,000 _ $750 __ $500 __ $250 __ $125 __ $100 __ $75 _$50 __ $25

Other $ Total amount enclosed $

Member Name(s)

Address

City State Zip
Phone Email

Congregation Organization

Clip and Mail to: Disciples Justice Action Network, P.O. Box 35887, Tulsa, OK 74153-0887
Or use Paypal at www.djan.net/paypal.htm




Jack Sullivan has just recentl
retired as the Regional Minister

ID, and AS). Before leaving, he g
a strong public speech in which

of persons from the lesbian, gay,
sexual and transgender communit
For more on this, please visit ww
djan.net/sullivan.htm.

Joan and Oscar Bell-Haynes
Washington, DC, wrote praisintack

tation.

Bill Nottingham, Indianapolis
President Emeritus of the Division

President of the Northwest Region|o Also
the Christian Church (WA, Northefnhomemissions.org/RIM/

uncompromisingly affirmed the rights and Immigration Ministries at

Sullivan for his public stand against
discrimination related to sexual orign

Disciples Justice Advocacy News Continued

Qa
visit wwwdisciples progam support for the NationBlarm
Worker Ministry (NFWM), an

interfaith ministry related to the
National Council of Churches
through the NCC Justice and
Advocacy Commission. It is

hoped that through this ministry,
Disciples will more effectively

and consistently support NFWM’s
much-needed ministry to and with
migrant and seasonal farm
workers. Read more about this, at

¢ Advocate.htm, wherelennifer
tRiggs our Director of Refugee

iDisciples Home Missions,
e keeps us up-to-date on all im-
V. portant immigration issues anc
concerns.

DJAN Director Ken
Brooker-Langston recently
moderated an event on Capito .
Hill at which a panel of religiorijs www.djan.net/DFWM.htm.

leaders (including Ken) briefed At the request of DJAN Co-
over 150 congressional staffers Chair,Nancy Hunt Wirth , DJAN

about why religious groups have joined with Disciples for Choice
ol concerns over recent and futurcand other pro-choice groups to

)

Overseas Ministries, continues
work as a volunteer. His langu

years. A local civic group has b
formed with the acronym ALA

Action). It has been effective in g
ting legal counselors, reduced ten
and release for some imprisoned |
sons— but not for Lori.

Kenneth Kennon, Tucson, AZ

menical minister who has been rec

can/Christian public worship at Fd
Benning, GA (Which has as its gd

Americas, a school for terrorist
Kenneth intentionally violated the 13

foot on federal property. He serv
six months in prison. While there,
authoredPrisoner of Conscience:
Memoir. Just published i€hased by
the Dawn a lifetime collection of po
ems and writings telling what he h
seen, and what he has pursued.

is a retired pastor, judicatory and efL
nized for a lifetime of peace and jys
tice work. At the remarkable Ameli-

shutting down the School of the

by stepping across a line and setfin and received endorsement fron

tc efforts to add the Federal Mar-Sign on to an amicus brief in the
triage Amendment (FMA) to the Gonzales v. Planned Parenthood

skills are very helpful. He continugs U.S. Constitution. Despite differ- case, which is scheduled to be
to seek release for Lori Berenson wh ent points of view on same-sexheard before the U. S. Supreme
has been imprisoned in Peru for fe marriage, all the leaders ex- Court on November 8 The main

[pressed either opposition to ol thrust of this case concerns the
strong concerns about the pro fact that the statute does not pro-

(Association for Legal Aid and Socil posed amendment on both reli vide for an exception for the

t-gious and constitutional grounds health of the woman. Because
m Afterwards, Ken joined four there is no consensus among com-
e other religious leaders in private munities of faith about abortion or

conversations with about a dozer Other reproductive health care is-
members of Congress whag sues, no religious Community or
| wanted openly and honestly tc movement can claim to represent
L exp|ore the re|igious’ p0|itica|, the religious voice on these issues.
= and ethical dimensions of the is- However, since 1971 the Christian
sue. To read a fuller report on Church (Disciples of Christ),
, this, visit www.djan.net/FMA. through its General Assembly, has
g Ntm. affi(med _the right of women a_nd
Garnett Day, who helped their famlllgs to make _re_sponsnble
) May and Harvey Lord in the and conscientious deC|S|_ons about
v founding of DJAN, has requestec all aspects of reproductive _health
care—without governmental inter-
ference. For more information
about Disciples for Choice, please
visit www.disciplesforchoice.org.

"

h(DJAN for a Disciples Farm
he Worker Ministry (DFWM). With
a the help of Disciples Home Mis-

sions and a generous donation
. from Downey Avenue Christian
5. Church in Indianapolis, this min-
istry will provide ongoing

Special thanks to Jackie Longacrg,
our on-site volunteer proof read
extraordinaire.

Please join us! ;



IDJA*N Staff DJAN Staff, Decisions Team and Volunteers
) Celebrate 10 Years of Work on Your Behalf
To Promote
! Justice, Peace and Diversity.
s % & Won't you help?
)
+ $"
(
)
+ (!
X0 & &
- * o+
$ [ 01 (++
2% 3 (
I+ * $"
&,
*)
- * )
0+ 1™ ), "
" xgp
#lox
%
% " "™ 1
''2 34
-.% 1 454

Visit DJAN Web Site: www.djan.net
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