DJAN's

Oscar Haynes

(JoAnn’s hus-

band) was

H honored with a
: whole wing

named after him by the Dis-

ciples Historical Society.

Jack Sullivan,
DJAN Co-
chair, has been
named presi-
dent of the
Black Minister’s |§

Fellowship.

DJAN founders, Harvey
and May Lord, along with
their son, Stephen, and
Nancy Wirth spent a rainy
day in Chicago recently
sorting 12 years of DJAN
archives for the Disciples
Historical Society.

DJAN member,
Steven Baines,

| is leaving PFAW
for a new posi-
tion November
10, to join the
Religious Coalition for Re-
productive choice as Direc-
tor of Interfaith Outreach.

Continued on page 2

A Christmas Meditation

Selections from ‘Amazing Peace’
A Christmas Poem by Dr. Maya Angelou

Snow falls upon snow, falls upon snow to avalanche
Over unprotected villages.
The sky slips low and grey and threatening. . . .

Into this climate of fear and apprehension, Chréstranters,
Streaming lights of joy, ringing bells of hope

And singing carols of forgiveness high up in thiglt air.
The world is encouraged to come away from rancor,
Come the way of friendship.

It is the Glad Season. . . .

At this Holy Instant, we celebrate the Birth of Je€hrist
Into the great religions of the world.

We jubilate the precious advent of trust.

We shout with glorious tongues at the coming oféhop
All the earth's tribes loosen their voices

To celebrate the promise of Peace.

We, Angels and Mortal's, Believers and Non-Belisyer
Look heavenward and speak the word aloud.

Peace. We look at our world and speak the worddalou
Peace. We look at each other, then into ourselves
And we say without shyness or apology or hesitation

Peace, My Brother.
Peace, My Sister.
Peace, My Soul.

To read the full poem:
www.holyspiritinteractive.net/poetry/amazingpeasp.a

DJAN is a multi-racial, multi-ethnic . . .



Keeping in Touch . . .

DJAN’s Pam
Mason re-
cently lost
her mother,
Bridget

Hensley, 79,
in Muncie, Indiana.
Please join us in send-
ing love and condo-
lences to pamdjan
@gmail.com

Recently, Emily
Brooker Langston
(spouse of our DJAN
Director) attended
events at Boston Univer-
sity to celebrate the 80th
birthday of Elie Wiesel,
a Holocaust survivor
and human rights activ-
ist who authored Night
and other important
books. She participated
with other scholars in a
conference about Wie-
sel's work, and then
joined a small group of
people for a private din-
ner with the Nobel
Peace Prize winner.

DJAN

Chair

Kirsten
Linford
spent most
of the sum-
mer in spiri-
renewal at Scot-

tual
lands’ lona Retreat Cen-
ter.

Continued on page 3

All Things Bright and Beautiful

By Charles Bayer

Like many other Americans, | have
been increasingly distressed at the direc-
tion in which our nation seems to have
been heading.

An unnecessary disastrous war. The
deification of greed. The increased
spreading of wealth upward. A seething
underground of racial and gender hostil-
ity. A defunct Administration and an im-
mobilized Congress. The almost univer-
sal distrust of the United States. Need |
go on?

And then Wednesday morning, No-

vember 5, 2008 there was a break in the  Our denomination has a sturdy ef-
clouds and the sun was out! Even if infective record of speaking and acting
recent months it lurked in the back-for racial justice. We have consistently
ground, the discussion of race was mutedaken clear stands on these matters even
by both political camps. We did not wantwhen our churches were deeply divided
the election to be focused on that unfin-on the issue. One hesitates to think of
ished bit of the American agenda. Everhow it all might be different had we
so, this morning practically every newssimply debated and discussed these
article, editorial, column and blog is fo- matters without taking a position on
cused on the election of a candidate whahem—Iest our more conservative
happens to be black. Those of us whrothers and sisters be offended, and the
have been around for these long decadashurch split. ~ So pardon me if this
would not have predicted it. But here itmorning | am proud of the stand of the
iS. church, proud of the American experi-

Perhaps America is not as spiritually Ment a_nd proud of our natit_)n’s brothers
bankrupt as we thought. While we can bednd sisters of every faith—and of
sure that pockets of racism still thrive, NON€. www.charlesbayer.blogspot.com
and that none of us is free of its taint, ourFor a Canadian perspective,
nation has turned another corner. www.justicelinx.blogspot.com

These days, when the church is the
object of widespread scorn, those wh
have been in the struggle for most of o
lives know that had it not been for Chris
tians from Garrison to King there were
would have been no effective anti
slavery movement, no civil rights move-
ment and no crumbling of the wall of
bigotry that was imploded yesterday. No
we did not do it alone, but it would not
have happened without us day after day,
year after year putting our bodies on th
line for a new social order. And some
times we had to fight off fellow
“Christians.”

Charles Bayer and cut out of
Barack Obama, president-elect

“Jesus, Justice and

Spirituality:
The Bible and
Contemporary Issues”

Workshops combine
lecture, Bible readings, and
small group discussions

Invite
DJAN to your church today.

disciplesjustice@comcast.net



Keeping in Touch . ..

DJAN member
and advisor,

Rev.Amy
Gopp, was
called to be the
new director of

Week of Com-
passion. According to Disci-
ples News Service, "Gopp will
continue Week of Compas-
sion’s long tradition of minis-
tering to those in need across
the United States and Can-
ada and around the globe."

Dr. James R. Reed, former
President of the Christian
Church Foun-
dation, pastor
of a number of
congregations,
DJAN member
and advisor,
and friend to
many, passed
away on September 1st at the
age of 80. He will be missed
by many, including members
of his DJAN family. (Dr. Reed
was a close friend of the
Lords from his seminary days
and, for a number of years,
pastor to the Brooker
Langston family at National
City Christian Church).

On November 8th, The Rev.
Brenda Cardwell led her con-
gregation, Pilgrimage Chris-
tian Church (Suitland, MD) in
a celebration of their 20th an-
niversary. The Rev. Cardwell
is a member of the DJAN De-
cisions Team and the co-
convener of DAWN (Disciples
Advocacy and Witness Net-
work of the Christian Church
Capital Area).

Continued on page 4

Christmas: a Time of Giving and Renewal

A special Message from the Director
Ken Brooker-Langston

We know that that the elections and their resudtgehbeen on your mind
recently, and rightly so. But we also know thiseTieason you cared so much
about who should win the elections is because af passion for justice--the
same passion that led humble shepherds to a bahynmanger with hope in
their hearts for the coming of a better world.

I'm very sure it’s this same passion that made gduend and supporter of
DJAN. And now that the election is over, and tbéiday season is here, we all
look to the future with hope, knowing that this sapassion for justice will be
needed now more than ever—both within and beyomdleanomination.

With your continuing support, DJAN will be in a bet position to keep
this passion for justice alive not only within tBéristian Church (Disciples of
Christ), but also within the ecumenical and intighfacoalitions to which we
help give leadership . . . . coalitions againstuta, for a living wage, against
the war in Iraq, for universal health care, agaifistrimination of all kinds, for
farm worker rights, against capital punishment, fimmane immigration re-
form, against drilling in ANWR, for closing the Smhi of the Americas,
against nuclear proliferation, for gun control, iaga hunger and poverty, for
dismantling racism.

PLEASE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY . We know by faith
that you will. And if you have already renewed, tlvank you for your generos-
ity and your continuing partnership in this shajestice ministry.

ALSO: If you know others who share your passionjfstice, but are not
yet members of DJAN, why not give them an extraistimas gift this year—
one that helps all of us as we witness prophetidallthe miracle of God’s
presence among us? Why not give them a gift meshigimn DJAN?

Through this special gift, you will be inviting pgle you care about to join
with us and share their passion for justice. Anhd ime when this passion is
so desperately needed in so many places, and éasois where we celebrate
the birth of a child who as our Lord and Savior Wobe filled with this pas-
sion, what better gift could you give?

DJAN Will Be at the Following Events:

Sojourners: Vote Out Poverty (DC): April 26 - 29, 2009:
For more information:www.sojo.net

Christian Peace Witness for Iraq(DC): April 29 - 30, 2009
For more information:www.christianpeacewitness.org

ECUMENICAL ADVOCACY DAYS (DC): March 13 - 16, 2009
For more information:www.advocacydays.org

GENERAL ASSEMBLY (Indianapolis): July 29 - August 2, 2009
For more information:www.disciples.org Please join us there.
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Keeping in Touch ...

.Bishop and Lady
Benjamin  recently
celebrated their 39th
Pastoral Anniversary
at Light of the World
Christian Church in
Indianapolis. Bishop
T. Garrott Benjamin,
often called *“The
City’s Pastor” in Indi-
anapolis, is a sup-
porter of DJAN and a
member of the Coun-
cil of Governors at
the Disciples Center
for Public Witness.

Dr. Delores Car-
penter recently cele-
brated
the 23rd
anniver-
sary of
her min-
istry as
Senior
Pastor at
Michigan Park Chris-
tian Church in Wash-
ington, DC. Dr. Car-
penter is also a Pro-
fessor of Religious
Education at Howard
Divinity  School.
Michigan Park
(where our DJAN
director and his fam-
ily are members) is a
congregational mem-

ber of DJAN.

Continued on page 6

Ours is a world filled with invest-

' ] It is sometimes easier for us to talk
ments. Whether or not we are involved igpoyt getting behind a specific issue, or to
the stock market, life offers us many opra)ly in opposition to a particular event. But
portunities to Invest our time, our energy, \wonder if we would do either of those

our money and yes, our very lives. things, if DJAN was not already working.

It is true that investments don’'t always | this season of Thanksgiving, in this
work out the way we hope. We've seen fine of a coming new life, we give thanks
lot of that reality lately — in our country’sfor il who have gone before us. All the
stock market and in economic situationgaints who have invested in justice, that we
around the world. Markets go up anghight be their beneficiaries. That we might
come down. But, strange as it may seefynerit a prophetic spirit and the gifts of
there is still the possibility of an investmengg'g grace. Without them, we would not
that do_esn’t fail, one that is true, anq!)e here. We would not be doing the work
something we can always count on, and \{e are doing. We would not be living in a
grows — exponentially. When all else failsyorig and a church that embrace peace and
God is constant with us and continues tgrqclaim justice a little bit more in each
move and grow our hearts and souls. ssing moment.
spiritual investments we make will always .
bring us a good return — not just for this Today we have an opportunity to mgl;ee

moment, but for every moment to come an investment in what matters most.
In a tim’e of uncertainty, when the sto.clihat always bears fruit. The kind that is not

and real estate markets rise and fall, it Crﬂ?pendent upon markets. The kind that is

be helpful to remember that “God is thgonstant and real and without end. This in-
best investment we'll ever make.” vestment will change lives — both of those

i who give and those who receive. This in-
As a congregational pastor, | know thajestment is for today — but also for tomor-

many people seek out the church in a timgyy, For we now have our chance to pay it
of transition in their own lives. As @ MeM+{onyard — to all those who shall follow after
ber of DJAN, | know that people often beys Tg the children we raise and to all those
gin _to work for justice when it has beeRyho come to DIJAN seeking support and a
denied them, or to s_om(_ao.ne“they love. Buhance to do ministry. To those we seek to
the question for me is this: “What if thergye|p through our outreach and our mission.
was n'owhe_re for people to turn, |n.the. quye pray that God will help us continue to
ment in which they began to seek justice{o the work of DJAN. To invest in justice,

What if DJAN was not here for them?,q only for ourselves, but for our communi-
What if we were not doing the work thatjes and our world, for now, and for times
we do? What if there was nowhere fofy come

them to seek support and nowhere for them | vest in God’s justice and DJAN.

to offer their passion for peace, their lovg; ke a meaningful investment with a
of mercy, their call to justice? return that has no end.

Honor the work of May and Harvey
Support the Justice Ministry of DJAN
Provide resources for seminarians

Keep alivea strong voice for justice

in the Christian Church (Disciples of Chjist
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DJAN Events at General Assembly 2009
Indianapolis, Indiana July 29 -August 2

General Assembly 2009 will be here before you kitown fact, you can and should register now at
www.disciples.org. And then please plan to joirfarsDJAN events, including the following resoug®ups:

Faithful Security: An Ecumenical Approach to War and Peace 2:00 — 3:30 pm, Fri, July 31, 2009

Should the church support war? What is true sg@ukHtow can Christians contribute to a more jusaceéul and
secure world®r. Michael Kinnamon, General Secretary of the National Council of €hes, begins a discus-
sion of these and other issues of war, peacecg@uatid international security within the framewofKhopeful
realism.”

Controversy and Community: Looking for Resolutions 3:45 - 5:15 pm, Fri, July 31, 2009

As part of a larger conversation, denominationadléss share insights about the relationships arsibies be-
tween justice and unity, congregational autononty @venantal relationships, denominationalism anaonen-
ism, and prophetic and pastoral ministries. Spexttahtion will be given to the role of General ésdly resolu-
tions in these relationship®resenters Dick Hamm, Chris Hobgood, Michael Kinnamon, aadklSullivan.

Church and Society: Biblical Justice and Public Regjion 2:00 — 3:30 pm, Sat, Aug 1, 2009

Rick Lowery, Ken Brooker Langston and Larry Sweendylead discussions about the central role stige in
the Bible and Christian faith, as well as the prapée of religion in public life.

Can | Get A Witness? Looking for the Prophetic Chuch 3:45 - 5:15 pm, Sat, Aug 1, 2009

What does it mean to be a prophetic church? LeddersAfrican-American, Asian-American, Hispanicica
Euro-American traditions discuss how the Church,danomination and diverse church traditions hagehave
not—responded faithfully to God’s call to be a prophehurch, and how they might do so in the future.
Presenters Charles Bayer, Rita Nakashima Brock, Eric Broamd Noemi Parrilla-Mena.

Moral and Ethical Issues in Health Care Provision Date, Time and Location TBA
“Health care today poses new ethical issues, somioh are raised by Guidelines for the EthicaiMision of
Health Care in the Pluralistic Society” producedliy Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choideearn about
these new challenges and improve your ability tmmehend and wrestle with these Justice isst@sponsors:
Disciples for Choice; Bethany Christian Church,sEjlOK; University Place Christian Church, Enid, .OK
Presenter: Steven Baines, Director of Interfaith Outreachtf@ Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice.

For updates and more information about resourcepgrand other activities at General Assembly 2(Qf}8ase
check our web site and blog frequently: www.djahand www.disciplesjustice.blogspot.com.

DJAN Gift
For
the Holidays

Do you know someone thiat
has a passion for peace and
justice? Why not purchasq a
DJAN newsletter subscrip-
tion for $35 containing t
latest events, informatign
and blogs.

www.djan.net/otgv/current.pdf
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Keeping in Touch ...

Three new Disciples have re-
cently joined the Advocacy
Team of the Dis-
ciples Center for
Public  Witness.
Dr. Laura Hob-
good-Oster , pro-
fessor of religion
at Southwestern
University  and
daughter of for-
mer GMP Chris Hobgood, will
serve as Senior Advisor on
Eco-Justice and Environ-
mental Concerns.
Dr. Preston T.
Adams lll, Ex-
ecutive Minister at
Light of the World
Christian Church
in  Indianapolis
and CEO of Project Impact
Indianapolis, will serve as
Senior Advisor on Juvenile
Justice and Res-

toration. And The
Rev. C. Douglas
Smith, Executive
Director of the
Virginia Interfaith
Center for Public

Policy, will serve
as Senior Advisor on Interfaith
Advocacy.

Dr. Alvin Jack-
son, a member
of the DJAN De-
cisions Team,
recently  cele-
brated the one-

year anniversary
of his installation as Senior
Minister at Park Avenue Chris-
tian Church in New York City.
Park Avenue is a congrega-
tional member and strong sup-
porter of DJAN.

Continued on page 7

Administrative Committee Hears Report
on New Approach for
General Assembly Action

(Indianapolis, Ind. — DNS — Nov. 1, 2008) — Discgpteay have new way
of expressing their views on important moral, edhar religious issues at
General Assembly meetings as part of a report degmiat the Oct. 31-
Nov. 1 Administrative Committee.

The report was among a number of items broughtreefe fall Adminis-
trative Committee meeting. It recommends combitimge categories of
General Assembly business (Sense of the AssemislgliReons, Study
Documents, and Items for Research and Reflectidn)a new category —
Call of the Assembly to the Church for Study, Retiten and Action.

The Standing Committee on Renewal and StructuredrRe(SCRSR) de-
veloped the proposal following a request from tleemdnistrative Commit-
tee at its meeting in mid-April, to look at new wg&pr the Church to ad-
dress issues of pressing social concern. Manyosktissues have come
before the General Assembly as Sense of the Asgeedilutions.

“This proposal from the standing committee lookaeaws ways for
churches to engage in the discussion of contraaléssiues, with an emph
sis on prayerful discussion resulting in faithfatian,” said General Minis
ter and President Sharon Watkins.

The new process suggests that the General Boad s& more than thre
Calls to come before each General Assembly. Thegserin limiting the
number of Calls is to place a realistic agendareetioe church of what ca
be accomplished between assemblies, standing ct@emiiembers say.
However, the Office of General Minister and Prestdeill be required to
list all Calls that were considered in the Gené&isdembly docket. The
2007 General Assembly looked at 11 business iteatdit in the three
categories that may be combined.

“We hope this process will allow all parts of theutch to engage more
deeply in matters of theological, ethical and margdortance,” said Asso
ciate General Minister and Vice-President Todd Aslawho made the re-
port on behalf of the SCRSR. “We believe three Kalla manageable nu
ber that will allow congregations, regions, genemnalisters and our part-
ners to equip themselves to carry out study, ridfle@and action.”
The SCRSR suggests several criteria that a Calildimeet prior to sub-
mission:
A Call proposal must be submitted with a brief tiistal statement
rationale describing why this issue should be atersd by the
whole church, and a list of resources that can dgenavailable to
inform the Church in its consideration of and attm the issue.
A Call will not be eligible for consideration ifteier of the previou
two General Assemblies has looked at the sameubjdess its
content or the circumstances leading to its subomsse substan-
tially different.
All expressions of the Church — especially congtiegs, are urge
to consider and take action on a moral, ethicakligious matter
confronting the church, the nation or the world.
What doyou think about the new plan? Let us know at dissi@e
comcast.net

e
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Keeping in Touch . ..

Dr. Cynthia
Hale recently
celebrated the
22nd anniver-
sary of her
congregation,
Ray of Hope
Christian
Church in Atlanta, GA. Dir.
Hale and Ray of Hope are
strong supporters of the jus-
tice ministry of DJAN

As part of Project FAITHFUL
CITIZENSHIP, DJAN teamed
up with the Disciples Center
for Public Witness, Park Ave-
nue Christian Church in New
York (where DJAN Decisions
Team member Dr. Alvin
Jackson serves as Senior
Minister), and National City
Christian Church (where
DJAN Decisions Team mem-
ber Noemi Parrilla-Mena
serves as Minister for His-
panic Ministry) to produce
and then distribute non-
partisan election resources to
Disciples ministers and other
church leaders throughout the
United States and Canada.

The Disciples Center for Public Advocacy Team. Rev. Mmoja
Witness is celebrating its 10th anni- Ajabu, Minister of Social Con-
versary as an advocacy center locatecerns at Light of the World Chris-
in the nation’s capitol. Ten years ago/ian Church, serves as Associate
the Center was founded at National®am Leader and coordinator of
City Christian Church by Dr. William the Center's Indianapolis office.
Chris Hobgood (former GMP and  While celebrating its 10th
current president of the center) ancanniversary, the Center is urg-
Dr. Alvin Jackson (current Senior ing all Disciples to support the
Pastor at Park Avenue in New YorkMay and Harvey Lord Justice
and a member of the DJAN DecisionAction Fund, a special fund
Team.) that honors DJAN’s main

With offices in DC, New York, founders, helps maintain a
and Indianapolis, the Center is now &Staffed network, and provides
shared ministry of DC congregationsfunds for seminarians and

(Twelfth Street, Shepherd Park andyoung adults — especially
Michigan Park), Light of the World in women and persons from com-
Indianapolis, Park Avenue in New Munities of color — to get

York and the Christian Church in themore involved in justice advo-

Capital Area. The Center is also acacy. Contributions to this

partner in ministry with DJAN, the fund help DJAN provide staff

OGMP, DOM CCU, WOC, the Na- support to the Center and help
tional City Christian Church Founda- Support seminarians and young
tion, and staff working on public pol- adults who serve as DJAN in-
icy at Disciple Home Missions. terns at the Center.

As part of his DJAN ministry, Please help us celebrate
DirectorKen Brooker Langstonalso by giving generously to the
serves as coordinator of the CenteHarvey and May Lord Jus-
and Team Leader of the 22 volun-tice Action Fund.
teers who serve on the Center's

Soon, our new President and the new Congress aglorn in and begin their important work. Wheis th
happens, let's make sure our voices are heard partant issues.

If you believe the best way to support our troopgaq is to bring them home as quickly and resjiiynss
possible, then please sign the Statement for Hedra: www.djan.net/alerts/endthewar.htm.

If you believe that torture is always immoral andstnever be used by the United States, and néirened
as acceptable by Christians, then please signtdterSent Against Torture atww.djan.net/statements/

torture.htm.

If you believe that working people in this countrged an increase in the minimum wage, one that snibnan
closer to a decent living wage, then please sigrStiatement Supporting a Minimum Wage Increase:
www.djan.net/statements/wage.htm.If you are clergy or a lay leader in your churctaith-based organiza-
tions, please sign heravww.djan.net/statements/ljr_religious.htm.

To keep up with issues and issue-campaigns, plesis®ur web site at www.djan.net and our blogvatw.
disciplesjustice.blogspot com And, by your generous financial support, youyhed continue to provide Dis-
ciple leadership to ecumenical and interfaith ¢mails working on these and other important issues.

Take Action Now!

%



Disciples Justice
P.O. Box 35887
Tulsa, OK 74153
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Action Network

Dear Mr. President-Elect

Blessings on you, and congratulations. Now thaethetoratd
has made its decision, we at the National Couricllfmurches
urge all Americans to come together to uphold ydth wur
hands, our hearts and our prayers.

Only rarely in our history has a president-elecethimmedi-
ate challenges of such fierce magnitude. The Isanfaihis Council pledge to
you our unstinting support in the difficult daysdome. All of us are de-
pendent on God'’s loving mercy, and we will reguigntay for you and oth-
ers elected to high leadership. May your wisdowh@scernment serve you
well, and may your health never wane.

Mr. President-Elect, the 45 million Christians regented by the member
communions of the National Council of Churches étaady to work with
you to respond to the realities that a loving Glaates before us each doing
so, we are guided by several basic principles:

That those living in poverty are deeply loved bydi
That all God'’s people are entitled to equal opyaties for justice,
shelter, education and health care;

And that war, even when it is necessary to detendelves or

the weak or the oppressed, is never the will ad.Go

Grace to you and peace,

Michael Kinnamon
General Secretary
National Council of Churches
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