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A Christmas Meditation

Among Friends You, O Word and Wisdom of God,
by You through whom we come to be,
Nancy Hunt Wirth You have come to be one with us,

The Just and Holy One among us.

We find DJAN friends at| e gaze upon you, anointed child,
work and worship around  As |ost sisters and brothers;

the world. We are intro- | And, in our wonder and joy,

ducing some new Deci- | The world is born anew.

sion Team members in ) ) )

this issue and the next. Now light shines in our darkness,
Hope frees us from our despair

Michael And Life springs forth in our death
Kinnamon dealing world.

(Friend and : :
Supporter Alleluia! Your peace is upon us.

Amen! Your reign is here.
of DJAN
) And blessed be God,
We all belong.

Michael,
who has spoken at numer-
ous DJAN workshops,

forums, and panelsat_ || jAN Activists Participate in || Please Find Your Full Copy of

General Assemblies, EcuU- t he fcal l t o Justic
menical Advocacy Days, the Occupy Movement www.dian.net/news.pdf

and other events, will be by Tanya Tyler 2 2 2

stepping down from his .
position as General Secre A grassroots movement protesting the 1 pe good stewards of our re-

tary of the National Coun- Economlc inequalities in the United State%our_ces during this economic down .
cil of Churches. The Disi N@S c¢ropped up, angmineardfiting heitoRPL PEar |
ciples theologian and ac- will be mowed down any time soon. tice online. We are including this

tivist recently told the All across the countriy indeed, around page to encourage you to go online to

NCC Governing Board | the worldi people are taking a stand by read the latest DJAN news.

that his cardiologist has | staging stangns and siins, and, in some | jke most norprofits, we must

advised him that the heayycases, sleems, to proclaim their desire  stretch every dollar we receive. The

travel schedule and other for justice and accountability. Among  printing and postage cost for one

demands of his office arg those participating in these events are seqewsletter is more than $1500.00.

detrimental to his health.| eral leaders, members and supporters of Those dollars are better spent on ad-
According to a news re- | DJAN. vocacy, providing workshops N s
lease from the NCC, Kiny 1, New York, DJAN Decisions Team  at assemblies and enabling o e
famon has begun a member, Alvin Jackson, Senior Pastor of MEMbErs o make astrong g
process for a stable and Park Avenue Christian Church, has beenWitness for justiceTo receive

gracefilled transition" to very active in Occupy Wall Streg®WSs), newsletter notices, send yc?

U

bring _his tenure to a clos Continued on Pade 3 e-mail address to:
Continued on Page 2 9 nanaadams@cox.net.

A1%

DJAN is a multi  -racial, multi  -ethnic. ..
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Among Friends
Continuedé

Pat and Bill Notting-
ham (Friends and Advi-
sors of DJAN)

In June, Bill attended a
50th anniversary reunion

rating the 1961 escape
from Portugal of 60 Afri-

by the French service or-
ganization CIMADE. He

and he were assigned to
CIMADE at the time by
the Council On Christian
Unity. The president of
Cape Verde, who was on
of the students with Bill
and 42 others in jail in
Spain briefly, sponsored

of retired government ang
NGO officials from An-
gola, Mozambique, Cape
Verde, and Guinea Bissa
attended from the origina
group. It was a manifesta
tion of the

struggles for decoloniza-
tion, liberation, and human
rights.

Dr. Jack
Sullivan Jr.
(DJAN Deci-
sions Team
Presiden

On August

the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in
Pennsylvania elected the
Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan Jr
of Cleveland, Ohio, to
serve as Regional Minist
and President. Dr. Sulliva
will conclude his service

in Cape Verde, commemg-€nough to see three monumental occur-

can students, undertaken| the annals of achievemernithe first was

was part of it because Pa} unjust apartheidooted incarcera-

e dedication of the National Memorial to

the reunion, and a numbar Jesus of Nazareth.

20, the Regional Board of

Reflections on the Ecumenical
Martin Luther King, Jr. Advocacy Days
Memorial Dedication 2012
by Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan, Jr. Al s Thi s t he

By the grace of God, | have lived long Come to the 10th annual EAD, March
23-26, 2012, in Washington, DC, where

rences in human history, events that fev‘.’we will explore economy, livelihood and

people ever thought would be recorded 'Bur national priorities through the lens of

Isaiah 58. Join other Christians in seeking

m ;

a global economy and a national budget

that break the yokes of injustice, poverty,

tion. The second was the 2008 election gpnger and unemployment throughout the
world 8 heeding Isaiah's call to become

Barack Obama as the first African Ameri: .
can President of the United Statés- repairers of the breach and restorers of

nally, the third was the October 16, 2011Str€ets to live in.”

In a global economy based on scarcity,
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., an corporate greed, and individualism, we
African American minister, scholar, and will seek God's alternative vision for
social jUStice advocate in the tradition 0fg|0ba| Community: one that breaks the
chains of injustice and creates the possi-
Occupying an area of the Washington bility of a sustainable livelihood with dig-
Mall close to where my children and | nity for all, thus living into a reality of
stood and cheered the inauguration of God's abundance.
President Obama, | stood once again and
rejoiced as the 3fbot tall granite statue
of Dr. King was formally dedicated, cele
Brg'té’d,ra oha8c§pte5 aéﬁ;\ 5resénpand
ture sign of appreciation for Dr. King an
all whose lives were sacrificed or foreve
altered for the sacred cause of freedom
and justice.

the 1990 release of Nelson Mandela fro
a South African prison after 28 years of

I
We will worship, dialogue and be in-

spired and equipped to speak boldly as
f'p_eople of faith. Rousing preachers, stimu-
ating theologians and internationally
C;\nown policy experts will offer a faith
based vision for a just economy and a
healthy livelihood, along with training on
_ key policy issues and grassroots advocacy
Weather forecasts warned of rain, but; cyiminating with lobby visits on Capitol
sunshine and warmth took charge of theyj |n addition, area specific workshops
day as i f to say, Ve offdrbdoh AitS Asidbaifle,e
orological blacakdes-e gty am&idal Middi East, Domestic

ergy were in abundance, complete with ; g £cqjustice, Global Economic Jus-

moving tributes from activists, artists, tice and Peace & Global Security
business leaderg?unctuating the day '

were touching yet challenging words
from two of Dr.
Luther King, Il and the Reverend Ber- and organized by diverse Christian de-
nice King. Provide past and present coniominations and organizations, including
textual anchoring were veteran civil right®JAN.

erleader Congressman John Lewis and aCRegister today at www.advocacydays.org.
ntress Diahann Carol; Reverends Joseph, ¢ youodre planning

AThe Queen of SOUIdeaﬁ@\?er‘izé‘nﬁwet. rankl i n;

a

Ecumenical Advocacy Days for

Continued on Page 3

Continued on page 8

grassroots network of Disciples . . .
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Among Friendsc ont i n '}

as Senior Pastor of Fifth Chris

DJAN Activists Participate in the Occupy
Movement Continued...

tian Church, (Disciples of Chris
in Cleveland, OH. His prior ser-

)

participating in marches and preaching at an interfaith service. Associate

vice includes pastorates of mary Pastor Jennifer Kottler, an Advisor to DJAN, has also been very active, help-

congregations and he has alsg
served in the Division of Home
land Ministries of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) as
Associate for African American|
Educational Ministries.

Robyn Fickes
(new DJAN Decisions Team
member)

Robyn is currently attending the¢
Ecumenical Institute of Bossey
in Bossey Switzerland, studying
International Ecumenism and
living with 30 other students

from around the worldThe In-
stitute is a partnership betweern
the World Council of Churches
and the University of Geneva.

o4

She will return in February to
move to Lexington KY, where
shedol | be the
at Crestwood Christian
Church. This position takes the
unique perspective of evangeligsm
and mission through the lens o
education, local community in-
volvement, as well as national
and global outreach

Kyung-Min "Daniel"
Lee. (new DJAN Decisions
Team member)

Daniel is in his fourth year plant
ing a church called Walking
Faith, a KorearAmerican Chris-
tian Church (DOC) in Sunny-
vale, California.He is delighted
to promote greater communica;
tion between DJAN and NAPAD
(North American Pacific Asian
Disciples).

Continued on page 4

the faith
of faith

In Maryland, DJAN Director Ken Brooker Langston and his family par-
ticipated in Occupy Annapolis. Ken reported people gathered at the Kunta
Kinte memorial near the Harbor, made signs, li -
tened to diverse people speak and sang songs|
get her . Ken is now pa
group that is meeting regularly and discussing
ways to be more involved in and of greater ass
tance to Occupy DC.

organi ze
peopl e

communityos
are calling a

i ng
many

ot TS

In Chicago, DJAN Decisions Team member Alexis Vaughan occupied a
Wendyds restaurant adjacent to the G
side. Like many who had to work during the day, she could not attend a 3:30
p.m. march to the LaSalle Street Bridge. Instead, she met her colleagues at
Wendyds to identify the needs of the
to address them.

Street mo
Al exi s
more pe

Recently the Occupy Wall
parent diversity problem, o
asked several ti mes why
| Occupy Chicago protests. o

a
|8t kheoPresgwt nmoment, we should n
the stakes for other people and then criticize their ability to respond ac-
rdingly, o6 Alexis said. #fAln times |
ir
0

a
b
| c

[
it to guide deeper into relat

fi
p
ee
0]
i B
ing t
0
p us
h seem I nvi si C

C
mS
w bl e. o
AChampioning the O6beloved community
task, 0 she said. ABut now is the tim

age each other to stay the course because this movement is important for all
of wus. o

On the other side of the country, DJAN Advisor Sandhya Jha got involved
in the Occupy movement in Oakland, CA. Sandhya reported that half the
members of First Christian Church of Oakland, where she is Senior Pastor,
marched during the General Strike with children, teachers, union members,
lawyers, doctors and homeless people. When anarchists broke windows, they
tried to peacefully intervene and also cleaned up graffiti and broken glass at
restaurants and small businesses.

conflicted
d the class privilege that per meat
We march and we raise our voices to
also pay attention to the ways justice is playing itself out in less publicized
places, lest we succumb to the arrogance that we have found the one solution

to our countrydés moral <crisis.o
Continued on Page 4

iWe are inspired by and
n

a
i

working together to promote . . .
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Among Friends
continued € .

Harvey Lord
(Founder of DJAN)

Harvey reports that work
ing on his collection of
DJAN's history takes
most of his time and en-
ergy. He does think he
could still preach a
Afdoggone go|o
if he could do it from a

chair. He
Par ki nsonos
sance. 0 H a

attending his former pas
torate, University Churc
in Chicago, on Sundays
He is grateful to his goo
friends, DJAN Treasure
Jay Wilcoxen and wife,
Pat, for transportation to
church.

Beau Underwood
(new DJAN Special
Friend and Advisor)

Beau began his work a
Faith in Public Life in
Washington, DC in
March. He serves as th
organization's partner-
ship and outreach coor
dinator, helping to
strengthen the organizs
tion's relationships with
allies and identifying
emerging leaders withir
the progressive faith
movement. Since Octo-
ber, he has also been @
the ministry team at
National City Christian
Church, serving as an
Assistant Pastor work-
ing with new member
formation, community
organizing, and worshig
planning.

Continued on Page 5
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DJAN Activists Participate in the Occupy MovementContinued...

Al so in Oakl and, DJ ANTaDwemSpanANblsold, s pab-e a m
tor atFirst Christian Church of Oakland, went to find out exactly what was drawing so many

people. The tent city was fAbeauti ful and s
-li ke everything Oakland. 0 Tai had recent |
San Franciscob6s Financi al District with ab

intervals along the way to pray, preach and have a ceremony for the death of corporate greed.

According to Tai, he was amazed when he attended a General Assembly of Oc-
cupy Oakland. Alt was the most democr a

ARThe people came out 3,000 strong. The
IGws %a%r{ |ﬁHQ/|(§'u8I to echo the message of the speaker so as many can hear as pos

?1 assemblage breaks up into

S'ﬁﬁ/it nﬁ &ﬁtg Broposal was whet her Oakl
The vote Wds Bverﬁ/hel%‘ﬁdly “consensual.

rvey enjoy

. fASince Strlke Day we have discussed w

n congregation, 0 Tai said. Al have found

activists and people of faith in Oakland that meet weekly and are coalesced to make
some real change in the movement. We made a plan to continue to find a way to
support norviolence in the camp and to support any such proposals in a General
Assembly. o

OWS has seeped up north as well. DJAN activist Rick Myer, former moderator
of the Christian Church in Canada, rep
60ccupy Eventdé in Victoria Park, which
Ontario. The 40 or so tents with their haattered signs and rd@g residents are
quite a contrast from the scenes that
by Richmond Street, an area that includes pubs, specialty shops, large Victorian pe-
riod mansions, ornate old churches and City Hall.

Rick reported that London6s Mayor Joe
either bringing the event to a halt or at least controlling and containing it. The city is

seeking legal advice to evict the Occupiers. But cold weather is about to hit Canada
and, according to Rick Athat might sol
Aln the past demonstrators managed t

to be seen whether this new wave of Occupiers have that kind of grit and determina-
tion, 0 Rick said. AWedbll see. 0

Charles Bayer, a founding member and leader of DJAN, spent time at the Los
Angeles City Hall with the 99%ers. A variety of issues were discussed in small clus-
ters, and workshops were held throughout the day.

Charles was i mpressed with the way th
ordered atmosphere about the whole thi
without being obnoxious. Having been in a score of such demonstrations, | was im-

n

pressed by the careful discipline in t
Ail't is yet uncertain as to where thes
notediThe ti me will come when the focus
litical arena. For now there is no jelling of any action agenda. If there is none in the
weeks and months to come, my guess i s
ANevertheless, | am putting my faith i
new day with a new group of young adul

Continued on Page 5

greater justice, peace and diversity . . .
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Among Fri enl The Faithful Budget Campaign
Thandiwe Gobledale

(new DJAN Decisions

Team member) A Congr essi on a Initied &rogs ¢he codhtymparticipated
Thandiwe is a MinistryIn-] mi t t ee 0 has b e e rnnadShparVigilevderewliversk peb-i n d -
tern at First Christian ing $1.2 trillion to cut from the fed- ple of faith prayed together and

Church of Greensboro, NG, eral budget by November 23. Thesasked Congress for a just and com-
and is serving as intern forf cuts could impact every federal  passionate federal budget. This in-
the Disciples Center for program under the sun: Social Se-cluded a vigil across from the White
Public Witness. She will b¢ curity, Medicare, nutrition assis- House in DC, local vigils in a num-
working on human traffick{ tance programs, prenatal and infartter of cities around the nation, and
ing, violence against care, foreign aid, the military, taxesndividuals and communities partici-
women and paycheck fair{ and more. T 55 Patied in the

ness. These cuts| vigil by

_ o would be [ phone
Jim ngglnbotham. coming at Learn more
(DPF Representative to| time when and share in-
DJAN) the U.S. formation
Jim, who is Assistant Pro- poverty B about Faithful
fessor of Pastoral Care anpl 'ateisata fl Budget efforts
Counseling at Earlham 45-year on Twitter.
School of Religion, Rich- | Nigh and Use the hash-

mond, IN will continue Dis] ©On€ in eight people liveinpoverty.y 5 g #f ait hful budget .

ciple Peace [Fehhkpitsehah t@rith coali- Participated in any way in this cam-
long standing collegiality | tjon in Washington, DC began paign, please share with us informa-

wi th DJAN. Wiallytcaphd! HBoayer vigils and tion about your involvement:
leadership, the two organi{ found other ways to work together djan@verizon.net
zations are currently dis- | 5t of a common sense of urgency

cussing ways to work to- | - 40yt people who are impoverishéd) i 4
e ccu contijnued?é@é
gether to reinvigorate the | 44 marginalized. At these events; Py
Just Peace program among jyerse people of faith united He added, fAThis gener,
Disciples congregations aid 5.4nq the need to protect social need our advice, but they do need our

the denomination as a safety net programs that serve ped® @ r t i ci pati on. 0

whole. o
ple living in poverty. For more complete reports on the Oc-

La Marco Cable As part of this campaign, a num_ggﬂi/smsl\elg?ee\r)itsﬁom DJAN partici-

(new DJAN Decisions ber of religious leaders assembled L

Team member) in the Capitol Rotunda, where theywww.caIIZJustlce.netAIso, If you are

participating in the Occupy movement,
La Marco has left DOM angd lease let us know. Share your experi-
accepted the Regional Or- nces and reflections with us at
ganizer position with Brea§  On November 28, faith commu- djan@verizon.net.

for the World in Washing-
ton, DC. He will be respor
sible for building, organiz-
ing and strengthening a re
gional grassroots network
help Bread for the World
accomplish its legislative
goals toward ending hungg
and poverty in the United

prayed for vulnerable people and
sang hymns prior to being arreste

Charles Harvey and May Sweet Lor|
JUSTICE ACTION FUND

Honor the work of May and Harvey Lord
Support the Justice Ministry of DJAN
Provide resources for seminarians

Keep alivea strong voice for justice in
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
(Tax deductable)

<<<<

Continued on Page 6

/n our churches, our nations . . .
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Among Friends
Continued...

La Marco Cable continue

=N

Major Faith Organizations Join to Kick Off

National Food Stamp Challenge

With Congress considering AMore than 45 mil i on
States and abroad.he cutting the budget for SNAP,  on food stamps, and they are not strang-
states in the region that hie the religious community is lead- ers," said The Reverend Peg Chember-
will work include: Tennest  ing an effort to focus the coun- lin, President of the National Council of
see, District of Columbia,| t v y 6s att ent i orChucches. tThey are ceraightiois;es o f
Maryland, Virginia, Texa§ hunger and poverty. National —workers, family members, and they are
and Oklahoma. religious leaders, Members of us. | have been on food stamps. | am in
_ Congress, Senior Obama Ad- better times now. But | remember how
LaShandra Smith ministration officials, and re- much we tried to hide it from those
(new DJAN Decisions cipients of the current Supple- around me. We stand together in gro-
Team member) mental Nutritional Assistance  cery checkout lines, yet so many of us
Rev. Smith iscoalition Program (SNAP, formerly Food have no idea what it is like to struggle
builder and trainer ér the | Stamps) joined at a DC Safe- to feed families on $4.50 a day. | chal-
Work Steps Coalition in way supermarket on Thursday, lenge all of us to share in that struggle
Biloxi. MS. October 2. They held a press for a week, not merely to attract atten-
conference and participated in ation to the growing needs of persons in
With a commitment to | shopping trip for groceries on  poverty, but as a reminder that God
rebuild the communities Qf the average SNAP allotment of does not expect us to turn our backs on
the Coastal counties of Ala-$31.50 a week. others in need. o
bama, Mississippi and Lgu- _ ) _
isiana, a group of nen The national event marked People of faith and conscience are )
profits got together and the beginning of the fourthan- bei ng asked to take ftl
formed Steps Coalition. nual Fighting Poverty with Chall engeo by trying, f

Faith mobilization. Fighting week, to live off the same amount of
Poverty with Faith, cosponsoredfunds available to SNAP recipients, to
by the National Council of use this time to pray for those in need
thirty not for profits that Churches, the Jewish Council and to contact their elected officials
champion work in five ar-| for Public Affairs, and Catholic  about preserving and expanding this
eas: Human Rights, Afforg- Charities USA, includes more  necessary aid to the poor.

able Housing, Preservation than 50 national faith organiza-
of Historic CommunitieS, tionS, inCIuding DJAN. These
Economic Justice and Envi-0rganizations are brought to-
ronmental Justice. gether by shared traditions of
justice that call on people of
N"faith and conscience to act on
i Ibi}h If oPtﬁog'eEfi\fingi BOGe?t))

in America.

Today, Steps Coalition, a
social justice organiza-
tion, consists obver

If you are participating in the Food
Stamp Challenge, please let us know.
Share your experience with us at
djan@verizon.net.

We are proud of LaShat
drads wor Kk
clergy in campaigning
against the recent proposed
Mississippi Constitutional
Amendment. A future prot
ject will be developing an|

Give DJAN as a
Gift For The
Holidays

Speakers included local
SNAP recipients, members of
Congress, White House Senior
Expungement Clinic, whi¢gh Advisor Valerie Jarrett, Deputy
will provide pro bono at-| Secretary of Agriculture Dr.
torneys with needed ass|s- Kathleen Merrigan, and leaders
tance in defending clienty from the National Council of
wanting to expunge theirl Churches, Catholic Charities
criminal records where ap- USA, the Council for Public
propriate. Affairs, and the Islamic Society
of North America.

Do you know someone who hap a
passion for peace and justice? Why
not purchase a DJAN membership
for them? For $35, they can join ypu
as a supporter of this crucial justjce
ministry and receive news of the lht-
est justice events, information and
blogs.See page 8 to purchase.

(Canada and the United States) . . .
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DJAN at General Assembly
July 9-13, 2011

DJAN was very active at the 2011 General Assembly of t
Christian Church (DOC) held in Nashville, TN. JuhL8.
DJAN sponsored two very popular overflowing workshops
AJustice and the children
Mar k Pel avin and Safaa Za
for Todayo with Eric Brown
Kottler. We had over 100 in attendance at each workshop

DJAN conducted ités annual
assembly. We received a report from our treasurer, Jay Wi
xen and we honored our saints, May Sweet Lord and Jam
Demus. Garnet Day brought
health after the death of May Lord. Eleanor Demus introd(

Service. (To obtain copies, see information on page 8.)

The DJAN booth at the General Assembly was a wonde
gathering place to meet and greet friends, both old and ney

o|f

Abrahamo with Mijlchael

I Z

our ahrd—alrso—AwAA~A—Soci a

MWMiUSh hed anidn §8imothr €din af J”

Pelavin, Michael Kinnamon and Safaa Zarzqur

co-
bS

u
ced

her daughter and told us about the DVD of the James Denjus

member ship meeting duri

S up to date on Harvey

V.

Jay Wilcoxen | -|_ELe_a.nQ_r_D_emus_|- | Garnet Davl

ful

ASoci al Gospel for [Todaybo
Michael Kinnamon and Jennifer Kottler

DJAN Overflowing Workshop

Nashville Music Hall of Fame - | Garnet and Carolyn Dayl

DJAN Booth at General Assembly and Brenda Cardwell

7

Eleanor Demus, Ken Brooker Langston Mark Pelavin, Safaa Zarzour &

Michael Kinnamon.

and the world ..



