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No. 0315
(Sense -of-th e-Assembly)

IN SUPPORT OF IMMIGRANT FARM WORKERS
AND BOYCOTT OF TACO BELL

ADOPTED by the G eneral Assem bly

Back groun d and  Sum mary 

Thousands of immigrant workers are recruited by agricultural industries for injury prone and

backbreaking manual labor jobs unwanted by Americans. Coming from poorer countries, these

workers are egregiously exploited by large American corporations. Not only does the

agricu ltural ind ustry be nefit fro m this  explo itation, b ut also  restauran t chain s that b uy their

produce, a nd u ltimate ly the Am erican  cons ume r as well. 

Farm  workers who p ick tom atoes mu st pick  two tons of  toma toes in  orde r to ma ke a m eager fifty

dollars. This is the same wage they were paid in 1978. They receive no benefits, no Workman �s

Com pensation , and  live in inh uma ne co ndition s. 

Despite the fact that a boycott may initially hurt the workers due to layoffs or reduction from

work, it is the workers themselves, through the Coalition of Immokalee Workers in Florida, who

have called for a boycott of Taco Bell. Taco Bell is one of the largest purchasers of tomatoes

grown in F lorida. T he F lorida to mato  supp liers ha ve refused  all calls  to sit do wn w ith their

workers, and Taco Bell has refused all calls to put pressure on the suppliers to do so.

The cost to bring justice to these workers is not high. To increase the piece-rate per 32 pound

bucket of tomatoes from 40 cents to 73 cents would only increase the price of a taco served at

Taco Bell a fraction of a penny. Likewise, by agreeing to pay one cent more per pound for the

tomatoes it buys from its Florida tomato suppliers, Taco Bell would need only to increase the

price o f a Ch alupa  by less  than  one-fourth  of one cen t.

This resolution calls for disciples to demonstrate Christian consumer responsibility by boycotting

Taco Bell until such time when Taco Bell demonstrates corporate responsibility by putting

pressure on its Florida tomato suppliers to bring justice to the workers who pick their produce.

The refore , 

WHE REAS , it is part of the vision of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to have a passion

for justice (Micah 6:8); and 

WHE REAS , Sense-of-the-Assembly resolution No. 0126 was adopted at the 2001 General

Assembly calling for express  �endorsement of the National Farm Worker Ministry (NFW M) and

its good and important work with migrant and seasonal farm workers � and  �to provide a

Disc iples w itness  and  presence  in min istry with fa rm wo rkers  � and  enco urageme nt to  � all

regions and  cong regation s to give  support to mig rant and seasona l farmers whe rever the y are

throughout the country �; and 

WHE REAS , an integral part of the concept of justice in the scriptures is not to oppress the

foreigner in the land (Exodus 22:21), and not to withhold the laborer his/her wage (Deuteronomy

24:14-15); and 

WHE REAS , James 5:4 says,  �Listen! The wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which

you kept back by fraud, cry out, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the

Lord of hosts �; and 

WHE REAS , immigrant workers in the state of Florida are crying out for justice and release from

their exp loitation by calling for a  boycott o f Taco Bell, wh o buys th e tomatoes  these  worke rs

harvest for Florida tomato growers for unjust wages and deplorable conditions;
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WHE REAS , the Florida tomato suppliers refuse to meet with these immigrant workers and Taco

Bell refuses to take any responsibility for the injustice from which they benefit; and 

WHE REAS , our closest ecumenical partner, the United Church of Christ, has already taken up

this ca use a nd approved a t their 20 01 G eneral Synod a  boyco tt of Ta co Bell;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples

of Ch rist) me eting in  Cha rlotte, North C arolina , Octo ber 17-21 , 2003, calls  for a b oycott o f all

Taco Bell restaurants and products (taco shells, sauce, refried beans, etc. sold in groceries)

until such time when Taco Bell convenes a meaningful, three-part dialogue  �  bringing together

representatives of Taco Bell, their Florida tomato suppliers, and representatives of the Coalition

of Imm okalee  W orkers   �  to discu ss solu tions to the nee ds and rights o f the imm igrant wo rkers

and  join with  the C oalition  of Immok alee W orkers and other tom ato ind ustry rep resentatives to

draft s trict wag e and working c ond ition sta ndards to  be required of a ll Taco Be ll toma to

suppliers; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the General Minister and President of the Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ) signal the boycott by communicating this resolution directly to the president

of Taco Bell in Irvine, California, and to the Board of Directors of Yum! Brands (parent company

of Taco Bell), along with the denomination �s concern for worker rights, and that the Division of

Hom eland  Ministr ies co ntact th e Un ited Church of C hrist �s Jus tice an d W itness  Ministr ies to

discuss progress they have made on this issue and ways the Christian Church (Disciples of

Christ) might combine efforts with them; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of

Christ) encou rage the region al man ifestations of the  Christian  Churc h (Disc iples of C hrist) work

through its yo uth p rograms to  bring  the iss ue into  their sp here  of influence  and  enco urage youth

 �  the primary consumers of Taco Bell products  �  to take an active role in the boycott; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of

Christ) encourage local congregations to write letters to local Taco Bell establishments,

inform ing franchis e owners  of the  denomin ationa l boyco tt and  the co ngregation  �s inten t to

encourage the boycott among its members.


